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„ Need not inform my Readet, that 
II took my firſt Riſe from France ; 


\ 


SO think themſelves under a double 
Obligation, from the great Aſſiſtance they receive 
from my Agility, being at the ſame Time both 


faſhionable and uſeful. Reflections of all Kinds 


are very ridiculous; atid much more ſo, When 
any one endeavours to enhance his own Value by 
aſperſing his Neighbours : But, where Merit is 
really due; I cannot ſee that pre ſumptuous Pre- 
tenders ſhould, uncontrouFd,; ſhare in thoſe Praiſes 
hat are only due to the Induſtrious: I ſpeak this 
in regard to my own 9 ; for I believe 


IT 


and as the Exgliſb are chiefly oblig d 
to my Country for moſt of their 
modern Faſhions; I hope they will 


it i vill * Along; OE, all 3 Judges he 1 po 
| n not to be put upon a Footing with Dancing- 
Maſters, Valets, Barbers, Sc. Theſe Triflers 
of the Age throw a general Scandal upon their 
Country; for when they have ſerv'd their own 
Ends, they never fail to laugh in their Patron's 
Face (with a bon Grace, as they call it) and then 
dance home again. And fo, by this Means, it is 
imagined an Impoſſibility tor Sincerity to {pring | 
* the Soil of the Grand Monarch; but 1 
to make it appear to the contrary, havin 
faithfully carried many an Engliſh Man of Quality 
through the Dirt, without the leaſt Spot ſticking 
to his Coat. But, before I come to Particulars, I 
believe it will be neceſſary to give ſome Account 
of myſelf: _ For, as moſt Foreigners ought to 
be queſtion'd, 1 cannot Hatter my ſelf that IL thall 
be wholly exempt; and, to ſpare the Inquiry of 
the ſpeculative Part of Mankind, I ſhall make an 
ingenuous Confeſſion of the Cauſe. of my coming 
to. "En ngland, and . prevent Tho-GpProbrous 
Name of. French Sp 705 
Bur I muſt Hull 25 the Favour of che N 
to allow me a tolerable Share of Underſtanding > 
and imagine that I am endow'd with all the Senſes; 'Y 
am a Maſter of Languages, with ſome Elocution ; 
and have as much Right to enquire into the Cauſes 
of Things, as any of Aſop's Birds or Beaſts had: 
And though I have been maliciouſiy called, by 
ſome certain Innkeepers, French Renegado, for 
no other Reafon than that I have nimbly out- run 
- Heir Impoſitions, and thereby fav'd thoſe I. have 
Carried from their monſtrous Exactions: Yet ma ay 
I juſtly boaſt a Pre-eminence much above thoſe 
Dung-Forks, being firſt made uſe of at Paris, 
and delign'd ans to N the N when he 


was 


1:4 7 


8 £83 1 | v2" hy 
- was in 2 4 Humour: to take the Air. * this 
happy Station 1 thought myſelf quite ſecure, and 
proudly look d down on every Carriage of inferior 
The, imagining it an Impoſſibility to fail while 
the whole Dependance of France reſted upon my 
Shoulders, which then was the Caſe; and would 
have been ſo ſtill, had it not been for a wicked 
Miſrepreſentation of Monſieur G, Maitre de 
Cavalier, who, fixing his Eye upon me as his Per- 
quiſite, reported me incapable of longer Service, 
and too dangerous to be intruſted with the Royal 
S \ 
THIS was ſuch an ml Blow, that it 
would certainly have broke my Heart, had it been 
made of any Thing elſe but Oak; for I found 
myſell immediately robb'd of all. Dignity, and 
thrown neglected into the Hands of a common 
Stable-keeper, who us'd to lend me now-and-then 
to Monſieur's Gardiner to bring Fruit and Sallad 
from his Country-Seat: I was in great Hopes I 
ſhould have had the Satisfaction of carrying Mon- 
ſieur himſelf, and have reveng'd all my Injuries. 
by giving him the Cup de Grace; which ſupport- 
ed me under my Misfortunes for ſome Time ; Z but. 
I found myſelf miſtaken here too; for it was not 
long before I was ſold to a Livery-Stable, and re- 
duc'd to the loweſt State of ſevere Slavery. Ie 
is endleſs to tell the many troubleſome Loads 1 
carried of Mechanicks, ſuch as Cheeſemongers. 
Tallow-Chandlers, Taylors, Barbers, c. and 
What a Compound of filthy Smells they al- 
ways left behind, inſomuch that I was almoſt. 
poiſon'd with my own Occupation; and redyc'd.. 
ſo low, that I was hardly thought fit to be the 
Receptable of a half-pay Officer, or Dominican 
Frick: Under this Load of Dirt I travell'd, for 


1 ties 


- 


+ 


: 14 

three Months, without ſo much as being once en: 
tertain*d with any Thing that was agreeable ; nor 
could my attentive Ears be faluted with any 
Thing but the Prices of Goods, Statutes of 
Bankruptcy, my Lord ſuch a one never paying 
his Debts, and how cou'd Tradeſmen live, and 
ſach-like Stuff ; which ſtill made my Taſk ſeem 
the harder, and reduc'd my uſual Sprightlineſs of 


running eight Miles an Hour, into a melancholly 


Crawl” of not above three. | 
Bra thus quite hopeleſs of ever making any 
Figure in the World again, and pauſing (as I ftood 
one Day in my Maſter's Yard, expos'd to a hard 
Shower of Rain) upon the Uncertainty of human 
Grandeur, and the vain Dependance on a Great 
Man's Smiles, who is of no longer Service than the 
Favourite can be ſerviceable; I had the Satisfaction 
to hear the agreeable Sound of my Load Travels 
(who was an Engliſhman) wanting a Poſt-Chaiſe ta 
go to Calais. 1 cannot fay I was ſo much pleaſed 


with the Thoughts of undertaking ſo long a Jour- 


- 


rying a Man of Figure. . 
My Maſter, who was a thrifty Man, and lov'd 
to get Money, told the Servant that came, he had 


ney, as I was with the Hopes of once more car- 


got 'a very gaod one, but that he believ'd the 


ning was a little impair'd by the frequent Uſe 
ſome Gentlemen had made of it; but if that 


Would do, his Lordſhip might be equipp'd as ſoon 


as he pleas d: Accordingly I was ſurvey'd by the 
Meſſenger, who ſeem' d to ſhrug up his Shoulders; 
but ſaid, that as his Maſter was determined to go 
away that Afternoon, he believ'd he would 
put up with my tatter'd Condition: So into 
the Houſe they went, and ſtruck the Bargain; 


and 1 was immediately order'd to undergo the 


_ uſual 


Kd 5 
uſual Diſcipline of a Mop and Pail. Thus being 
| ſet out to the beſt Advantage, I was introduc'd 
before his Lordſhip's Door, which unluckily hay- 
18 a Step that I was drawn cloſe up to, he, with 
pring, leap'd directly into me, and ſtrain'd my 
Side ſo much, that I was in ſome Danger of not 
performing my Journey. It ſeems this Gentleman 
came to Paris on Purpoſe to learn the French Way 
Dancing from the beſt Maſters, and was con- 
tinually exerciſing his Feet upon my Bottom; and 


had not my Head been low, and confin'd. him to 0 


his Seat, in all Probability he would have ſhewn 
me more of his Dexterity, and left me no Bottom 
at all. In this dancing Humour, 1 trundled him 


twenty Miles before Night, and had the Satis- 


faction to be put up at a good Inn, with a Cover 
ing over my Head, which was the only one I had 
had during my three Months Servitude. The 
Maſter of the Inn, with the uſual Compliments 
of France, introduc'd his Lordſhip into his beſt 
Room, which had a Window that was open 'd 
cloſe by my Ear, and continued ſo, as the Weather 
was hot: This I thought a lucky Accident, ima- 


ining, that if he mingled with Company, I 


hould be entertain'd with à Scene of Pleaſan 


for being as yet unexperienc'd in Mankind, I ay 


cluded every one that had a Title muſt | in Courſe 
have a Genius, 


The Landlord, who knew as well how to en- 
tertain a Great Man as any one upon the Road, | 
made ſeyeral Apologies for not having a better 


Place to ſhew his Lordſhip into; but withal told 


him, that his Wine was the belt in all France, 


and that he had the Honour of ſeveral Perſons of 


Quality's Company from Paris, on no other Ac- 
count * merely to 9 it; and as for Eatables 


there | 
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Z 
there was not a Rarity within a hundred Miles, 
but what he could produce upon the Table within 
half an Hour: This he ſpoke with ſuch an Air 
of Politeneſs, and at the ſame Time making ſo 


many ſubmiſſive Bows, that his Lordſhip ſeem d 
wonderfully pleas d, and withal compounded with 


kim for a roaſted Duck and a Bottle of Claret. 
The Wine was produc'd with as much Aftivity 
as poſſible, and in as little Time as an Exil 
Alderman could ſtoop to take up his Cane; and 
having given ſeveral Aſſurances that it came from 
the Marquis de Fleur's Eſtate, he filled out a Glaſs 


and preſented it to his Lordſhip, who having 


fpurted a Mouthful or two upon the Ground, al- 
low*d jt to be incomparable. But Landlord, faid 


| ke, there is one Thing yet that Iam afraid I ſhall 


be at a loſs for, and that is an agreeable Compa- 


nion to paſs away the Evening: Prythee- what 


a have you? Do you think there is any 
or me to mingle with? Why that, Sir, 
aid he, is the greateſt Misfortune that attends my 


- Houſe; for tho' I have ſeveral of the beſt Qua- 

ty chat uſe it, yet are they ſo light heel'd, that 
they have hardly Patience to ftay the drinking 
df one Bottle: Would you believe it, Sir! I have 


had the Houſe crouded for a Month together, and 
not drawn one Pipe of this excellent Wine! It 
is impoſſible to fix them to a Table; and I have 


known Monſieur de Shoulier dance three Minuets 


before he has drank two Glaſſes. I have but one 
Gentleman that I can call a ſtaunch Cuſtomer, 
and I beheye I am pretty much oblig'd to his 


| Corpulency, or he would ſometimes give me the 


Slip too, though he is an excellent Judge of 
Wine, and ſeldom chuſes to rife under three 


Bottles to his gwn Share, I could wiſh half my 


Countrymen 


: t= ) 
Countrymen labour'd under the ſame Inceiite- 
niency, in all Eralability' 1 wich find my AG 
count in it. 

TuIS 3 my Herd... is 2 Prieſt; of | 
the Order, of St. Francis; and F ather of a Convent 
about ten Miles from hence, in the Road to St. 
Omer's; and I believe the fatteſt your Lordſhip 
ever ſaw; he looks as if he had been fed all his 
Life-time in England, at the Expence of the Pub- 
lick: He ſeldom fails to viſit me twice à Week, 
and is ſo punctual to his Time, that I always 
have a Bed prepar'd, which he is ſure to make 
uſe of: I lete by him below Stairs, and as he has 
pretty near finiſh'd his firſt Bottle, I make no 
doubt but it would give him a greater Reliſn * 
his Liquor, could he have the Honour of conclu- 
ding the Evening in your Lordſhip's Company. 
1 have no Objection to his Company, reply'd 
my Lord, provided he has not too much of the 
Prieſt in him; the Gentleman is always weleome 
to me, let him be of what Profeſſion he will; 
but I know there 1s a natural Tendeney to Inqui- 
ſitiveneſs in moſt Men of his Calling, and no- 
thing can be Right that don't meet with theit 


hg 


Approbation. It is not the Caſe here, ſaid the 10 


Landlord, you may ſit the whole four and twenty 
Hours round in Father Dominict's Company, and 
never hear him mention one Word of Religion, 
after he is once a little acquainted with you, 
nor be any other ways Inquiſitive, than Whether 
the Supper is ready, or the Drawer gone to fill 
the next Bottle; and I believe he has ſeen ſo 
much of the World, and his own Fraternity, that 
he finds it neceſſary to place his whole Confidence 
in Wine: Its attractive Qualities give him the 
Conn, that nothing elſe can be Genuine, and 


; | | inſpires 


—_— 
inſpires him fo much that he will diſcourſe excel- 
lently upon the Subject ſometimes; tho? if I may 
be allow'd to ſpeak my Sentiments, I think no- 
thing betrays him oftener; which he will no ways 
admit of, but turns it off with a Laugh, and calls 
ir quaffing of Friendſhip, on which reliance; he 
can truſt his moſt inward Thoughts, and not 5 

ut to the Trouble of being always upon his 
The Deſcription pleas my Lord fo well, that 
he cou'dn't help exprefling his Joy with a loud 
Laugh, and with all deſir'd the Landlord; to give 
His Compliments to the Gentleman; and that he 
ſhou'd eſteem it as a Favour to paſs an Hour in 
his Company 3 Which was immediately comply d 
with; and an Anſwer brought by, Father Domi. 
nick himſelf; in as little Time as he could conveni- 
ently hobble up a Dozen Stairs. He approach'd 
the Room with much Grace; and his uſual Bene- 
diction of Save you, SiVy; and though I am unus'd 
to the Flattery of the Age, yet I muſt add; that 
I think your Lordſhip" does me much Honour in 
this Condeſcenſion; for the Church is now a-days 


z 


hardly look'd upon by thoſe that call themſelves 
the polite Part of Mankind: No! it is become a 
meer Impediment, a perfect Stumbling-Block to 
Mens Purſuits, + which at all Hazards they will 
jump over: The Gratification of the Senfes ſeems 
to be the only Aim, and nothing can be worth 
obtaining but what gives immediate Senſation; 
I fuffer great Difquietude for my Fellow-Crea- 
tures, and heartily wiſh'T could forget their Errors: 
But I perceive my Zeal has carried me a little 
too far, and made me neglect to drink your Lord- 
| ſhip's Health: Which was no fooner feturn'd by 
my Lord; but he propos'd the Church; and * 
| ETUQHH | Other 


| 14 7 
other Healths, that ſeem'd to run in a ſucceſſife 
Line, and trod ſo faſt upon one another's Heels, 
_ there Was an abſolute ane for a freſh 
| 12 the Tutating the Drawer. was 8 for 
another Bottle; he paraphras d much upon,the 
Excellence of the Wine, and ſaid, with great 
KRaptures, that he thought France enjoy d a Bleſ- 
ſing ſuperior to moſt Countries, in producing fo 
valuable a Cordial; and that he beliey'd it was the 
Spring from which all thoſe Streams of French 
Judgment flow'd; with this Addition: That 
if I may be allowed to ſpeak my Mind freely, 
my Lord; believe all the Ad vVantages we have 
* gain'd over the Engliſh have been owing to this 
«Patent ne And a little of our Indolence 
together, re ly d his Lordſhip. That, I would not 
take the Liberty to inſinuate, without your Per- 
miſſion, ben the Prieſt: But that Indolence i 18 
chiefly owing to the Thickneſs of the Juices-which 
is occaſioned by heavy Liquors, Food, intem- 
perate Living, bc Nor muſt I omit the Airs 
Which may, in a great Meaſure, contribute to 
your lethargic Diſpoſitions. It is true, you boaſt 
-a Robuſtneſs of Body, have Bones and Sineẽws 
capable of much Execution; and, I believe, was 
it to depend upon Strength only, you might be 
capable of buffeting us out of our Poſſeſſions; 
but your Lordſhip muſt allow that we have found 
many Ways to enervate yu, and that Strength is 
not upon an Equality with Judgment; nor am 1 
up to my Countrymen in faying fo: It is Ex- 
rience that has ſnewn me theſe Things. 
Mr Lord ſeem'd not much vers'd in Politicks, 
: and therefore comply d with what the Churchman 
wy 1 a 8 in or two of his Head, 
d 


— —ê — — 5 
n — 
— SER gone 
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anda profound Silence of about five Minutes; 


and, to evade a ſecond Attack upon his Parts, he 
told the Prieſt, he never ſaw a Man in his Life he 
lik'd better; and that if he would accept of half 
his Poſt-Chaiſe in the Morning, he ſhou'd be 
proud of the Opportunity of ſetting him down at 


the Nunnery, were he to go a hundred Miles out 


of his Way on Purpoſe. The Words were no 


ſooner out, than I thought I ſhould have broke 


down with Fear, and begun now to look upon the 
Prieſt as my Executioner, imagining; ſuch a Load 
muſt infallibly cruſh me to Pieces; and ſoon found 
my Sentence pronounc'd, by his Acceptance of 
the Offer; and, to make Amends for ſo great an 
- Honour, he promiſedto give his Lordſhip a Sight 
of the Nunnery. This I was ſurpriz d at, be- 
cCauſe it is contrary to the Laws of France to ſuffer 
n Heretick to peep into their Church Myftery ; 
* which ſeems well calculated to keep the People 


under a proper Subjection. If my Reader ſhou'd 


chance to be a Frenchman, 1 hope he will pardon 


the Freedom I make Uſe of with my Conntrymen, 


and conſider that 1 was bred at Court, from whence 
the pious Invention firſt ſprung; and which has ſo 


entirely fecur'd its Safety, that Paſſive Obedience 


and Non Reſiſtance ſeem entail*d upon the People 


from Generation to Generation. But, to return 


to my Lord, whoſe Looks ſhew'd how much he 
approv d of the Invitation, and, with many hearty 
_ Squeezes by the Hand, told the Prieſt, he was 


the only Friend his Curioſity had ever met 


With, for that it had often incited him to a View 
of the Religeuſes, but that he was at a Loſs how 
to obtain ſo great a Favour, and wiſh'd that he 
could be ſo happy as ever to ſee him in England, 
* would 008 him wy * of ſhewing in 


whar 


— 
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bn Eſteem he held his F ciendſhip. His Re? 
verence was not behind-hand with him in Com- 


pliments, and drank a Glaſs or-two extraordin 


upon the Occaſion, ſeeming very inclinable to 
ſpend the whole Night; but it being now near 
T — o' Clock, his Lordſhip made an Overture 
to withdraw, which the Father, with ſome Re- 


luctance, comply'd with; and accordingly each 


retired to his reſpective Place of Reſt: T hough 
it is my Opinion his Lordſhip did not ſleep much, 
for when the Prieſt promiſed to ſhew him the 
Nunnery, I perceiv'd an eager Impatience, which 


his Countenance betray'd ; his Eyes ſparkled with 


an unuſual -Luftrez his Cheeks glow'd; and, 


bluſhing, confeſs'd the wanton Wiſhes of his 
Breaſt, in ſpite of all the Art he could make Uſe 


of to hide it: But what his Conſciouſneſs could 

not conceal, was chiefly” diſguiſed by his good 
Friend the Bottle, which the Father had enjoy d 

ſo freely, that i it ore him ag little room for Fe. 


netration. 


Ar the Hour of Eight i in hes Morning 1 was 
ordered to be in Readineſs, and having taken up 


my Reverend Load, I made ſhift to groan out 
the ten Miles, though not without many a diſmal 
Crack upon the Road, which I believe created 

ſome Fear in his Hue and occaſioned an Ave 


Maria now-and-then to be whiſper'd for his Safety. 


Having arrived at the Nunnery, and diſgorg d my- 
ſelf of the greateſt Uneaſineſs that ever afflicted 
me, I was uſher d through a large Gate into a back 
Yard, which was ſituate on an Eminence that over- 
look'd part of a Dwarf - Wall that help'd to incloſe 
the Garden belonging to the Nunnery; and which 
gave me a full View of that ſweet Retirement: 
N wat and Art ſeem'd here combin'd to receive 
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| e heavenly Forms, only fit for ſuch a Paradiſe; 


nor could the unknowing Traveller, that ſhould 
chance to paſs this Way, imagine fo much De. 
light could be coated by ſuch antiquated Walls, 
that environ'd the whole: Spot of this religious. | 
Place; and whoſe rude Appearance ſeem'd to m 

ſage nothing but Horror within. 


Mx Eye wandered here inſenſibly, fix'd to no 
Part that I could ſay delighted moſt; each had its 
equal Beauty, and invited in its Turn: It was now 
Imoſt wiſh'd to be a Mortal, that I might, thro? | 
the Help of Holy Orders, traverſe this fair Eden, 
and, unfuſpeRied; hold Converſe with the beaute- 
-ous Inhabitants : A State more to be efyied than 
that of Monarchs. 

Hex the lurking Brian, ſeur'd Fs ſuſpicious | 
Kyes, wantonly baſks his precious Houts, warm'd 
by many cæleſtial Suns, who in Obedience paſſive- 
ly Þ 9x A with each Deſire, and think it Duty 
to obey his lewd-Commangds. Sweet Innocence is 
here betray'd, under a Pretence of being happy; 
and what it moſt wiſhes for, flies furtheſt from. 

After I had with Envy contemplated ſome Time 
on the luxuriant Receſſes that this fat Prieſt en- 
joy'd, I was ſurpriz*d with a different ſort of Ob- 


©. Jet, which unexpectedly caught my Eye as I was 


ditecting it towards a ſhady Walk that pointed toan 
Aleove within a few Yards of where I ſtood. It was 
a Lady attired in the Habit of a Nun, who I firſt 
imagined was walking to partake of the n 
that this delightful Place afforded; but by the 
wringing of her Hands, and ſolemn Pace, ſoon 

perceiv d her Breaſt was overwhelme@ with Sor- 

row: She paſs'd regardleſs of every Beauty round 
her, and trod the Flowers as they ſtrove to kiſs 
her Feet: f 1 _ oy Wr d her neh 

8915 Whic 
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tal 
which diſcovered every Charm that Imagination! 
can paint, or fond: Lover wifh'; her Eyes, the“ 
drown'din Tears, diſplay d their Brillantcy through 
the yielding Fluid, and darted ſuch Luſtre rigid 
ordain'd by Nature to nouriſh thoſe fair Walks. 
I I wisn*p: for nothing more than to have ker 
near me; and it is certàin, had I been made of 
. Fleſh and Blood, not all the Racks in Fraue 
cou'd have ke me from o 'er-leaping the Bounds 
| of Virtue: I now began to think what an 
portunity my Lord had loſt, in not being a 
Chaiſe here in my room, and whether ſuch a — 
pr was not worth an Age of Slavery. As 
drew near, her Charms grew ſtronger,” as if 
intended but to encreaſe Deſire; at length, pro- 
pitious to my Wiſhes, ſhe ſeated herſelf in che 
Alcove, where I had Leiſure to gaze on every 
Perfection. Several Minutes ſhe ſigh'd away; and 
with her Handkerchief wip'd ithe Tears that hung” 
vpon her Cheeks; reſembling Dew that lodges on 
the new-blown Roſe : Her ſnowy Breaſt beat Time 
to Grief, and ſwelling ſhew'd the Perturbation of 
her Mind: At laſt, impatient of DE” Me 
broke out into Exclamations, and vainly curs d 
= e Hour that gave her Birth; and demanded why 
eaven ſhould point out her alone to ſuch Variety 
of Sorrows, loff to all Happineſs, and condemn'd' 
never to ſee the dear  Lothario more: At theſe 
Words the Teats again rene wid their Courſe, and 
choakꝰ d the teſt ſhe would have eee ay 22 
IxxVIR *till now could fay I was thoroughly 
acquainted with Pity; her Diſtreſſes had fo far 
ſoften d my rude Frame, that I hardly knew a 
Thing 1 would not have undertaken for her De- 
liverance. 1 found the Cauſe was Love, and 
Tay d for the Wings of Mercia to find out the 


nr 


1 
happy Lover, that he might know how much 
Sweetneſs was loſt for his Sake: Sometimes I had 
a Mind to ſpeak, and offer her my Aſſiſtance, but 
then I thought it might occaſion Wonder, (as in 
all Probability ſne had never heard a Poſt-Chaiſe 


ſpeak before) and think herſelf too much expos d. 


when ſhe had made that Place her Retirement to 
whiſper out her Griefs, ſecur'd, as ſhe thought, 
from every Beholder. As I was thus divided what. 
to do, ſhe again began to ſpeak, and ſaid, 
Could 1 but eſcape this curſed Nunnery, form'd 


to no end but to betray deſiring Lovers, I 


a might ſtill be happy: Such cruel Uſage, and 
& from a Parent too! Is it poſſible He that gave 
tc me Life could do it to make me miſerable? Les, 
< he may keep me here impriſoned till 1 die; but 
« all the ſubtile Arts this Prieſt is Maſter of, ſhall. 
« never make me take the Orders which he calls 


Holy. No! I will firſt make Uſe of every in- 


vention to let Lathario know my unhappy Con- 


d finement, and leave the reſt to him, nor lon- 


« Beſpa Pay the whining Fool, and fall by: mere 


3 — laſt Words ſhe ſacks: with an Air of | 
F ierceneſs, and ſtarting: from her Seat, precipi- - 
tately made her Way to the ſame Walk, where : 
my Eye follow'd her, till the winding Shade, as 
if jealous of her Charms," inclos*d her from my 
Sight, and made me loſe the lovelieſt Object 1 
ever yet had ſeen. I had not loſt ſight of her 
many Minutes, before that diſagreeable Compo- 5 
-fition of Nature's worſt Part, the Prieſt, appear d; 
as if deſign*d to form the Contraſt between Beauty 
and Uglineſs: The Reverend ſtrides he took 


Were upon 2 Terrace-Walk, and with as much 


SF __ as his OE would admit of: 2 
| 1 


3 71 
firſt I thought ſome Familiar had —— him 
in the Ear, that the Lady was alone, and walk- 
ing in the Grove, which might occaſion his ex- 
erting himſelf in that Manner; for ſurely nothing 
but Love was worth ws, Pains he took; but 1 
was ſoon undeceiv'd, by ſeeing him meet 
Lord, who as yet had been — from me, 
and was in another Walk admiring the Order and 
Beauty of ſome Flowers, that ſeem d to ingroſs 
his Attention: I wiſh'd for a Transformation into 
ſome other Shape, that I might privately inform 
him of what I had ſeen, and that the moſt beau- 
tiful Flower in thoſe Walks, was cover'd by the 
Shade that lay behind him; but it was to no Pur- 
poſe, all I had to hope for was, that Chance 
would give him the Sight of her, and then if he 
was a Man of Gallantry, he might improve the 
lucky Opportunity, and find a thouſand Ways to 


Wit 


evade his dull Companion. 


Tux Thought was no ſooner hatch'd, than I 
heard a Bell ring at the Nunnery, and perceiv'd 
by the little Ceremony the Prieſt made uſe of in 

5 taking his Leave, that it was a Summons which 
requir d his immediate Attendance, leaving my 

Lord (as he ſuppos'd) in the Garden alone; where 
I had the Mor: eien of ſeeing him like a dull 

Plant fix d to one Spot, and waſting thoſe precious 

Moments his lucky Stars had given him. The 

Agitation it gave me is inexpreſſible, to ſee him 

ſtand admiring a few F lowers, when all the Sweets 

of Hybla were centered in one fo near him; and 

though he was Ignorant of his Happineſs, yet I 

could not help blaming his Judgment; becauſe 

there were many Curioſities much more to be ad- 
mired, and would have attracted any Eye but his; 

5 call'd him a thouſand ſenſeleſs Creatures 1 my 

0 ind, 


| Lars ] 
| Mod, and: began LEE think the Report I kad 
"heard of. the Stupidity of the Eagle was xrue ; 
__ and; — this was one of thoſe wiſe Senators, that 
Coon was ſo {Eb ais d to, for 2955 
{born without a Head. 


n Box tho] he ſeem” 440 have no Brains, I. per 

iv 'd- the LAY ad, for ſhe took the O 
. of dropping a Paper within a few. — 
, 0b; where he was, and then diſapprar d, which 
| had che deſir d Effect; for as ſoon a8 he turn'd 
abu, he ſaw the tempting Scrole waiting to kiſs 
bis Hand, and give him Intelligence of what was 
mot worthy his Admiration: He greedily 
. — up, and. _ it om wick. _ A 
"PRE! £ unmediat repair to the Ambuſ⸗- 
.cadeg + ng I ſaw no more of him for near half 


4 5 leaſing 'Conjathures I had-at this Time 
are * eſcription, and ſhall appeal to my Read- 
fer, Whether he thinks, if I — 85 been of mortal 
Frame, I could have had the Patience to have 
ſtaid where I was, without taking one Peep. I was 
ſo much animated, that every Brace in me began 
to be in Motion, and caus d ſuch a Diſorder in my 
whole Compoſition, that - of had lik'd to have ſhook 
out the Fore-Glaſs as I ſtood trembling. I ſympa- 
thiz d ſo much with his Lordſhip, that I began to 
think, if I was in England, I would turn Pimp, 
where I might enjoy both che Pleaſure and the Pro- 
fit, for I had often heard it was no inconſiderable 
Calling there, and of more Advantage chan the | 
Commiſſion of a French Officer. 

As ſoon as the Tremor was a little over, and 1 
had recovered the Uſe of my Reaſon, I began to 
conſider what the Event of this would be; for 1 


(ee well knew the Conſequence, if my Lord Was 
N — 


8 Ti 19] | 

caught in treſpaſſing upon the ſacerdotal Rights; 
and that all the Intereſt he was capable of making, 
would not reſcue him out of the mercileſs Claws 
of the Church; nor could I help wondering at 
the Prieſt's Abſence ſo long, who I knew would 


not ſtay, but upon ſome very particular Occaſion. 


However, J was ſoon put out of Doubt, by. ſer 
ing my Lord, aſcend the Terras- Walk, and enter 


in at the Back Door of the Nunnery from whence 


he and the Prieſt firſt came out; nor did L „ 
any more of the Lady, but imagin d her ſtill to 
remain in the Grove, ruminating upon what Was 
paſt; tho? it ſeems ſhe went in at ſome other En- 
trance, not conſpicuous FROUBA tor me to 1 
found afterwards. 

I HAU now, paſs d a away ſeyeral Hours plas 
Hope, Fear, and, Pleaſure; and perceiy d, bx 
the Day's being far advanced, that my Lord had 
no. great Inclination to remove from his Quarters ; 
he had, no Doubt, been ſo well entertain d, that 
he wiſh'd. a Repetition of it, and thought but little 
of his Journey, tho? the next Stage we had to go 


was twenty Miles, before we coul arrive at any 


tolerable I „and I had not the leaſt, Thought of 
the Prieft's offering him a Lodging there; but: l 
Was miſtaken; 1 he. had ſo far gain d upon che 


Churchman's Credulity, that the bet Apartment 6 


the Place afforded. Was“ align ond. him for 
1 ight's Repoſe; and when it began to grow dar 
concluded I was ſtation d there till the next Day; 


— > 


84 5 a y ſunk into the Arms of Sleep by: the Ny 


Side of an old Dung-Cart, that happen' d - be my 
Neighbopr, and, by whoſe; wofn-vut Condition, 
end to have ſtood there many a rainy Day. 
Ix theſe. lumbering Hours, there e to 
me a full Repreſentation, of all I had 
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ger Delight my Imagination had bored f in the 
was now painted in the moſt lively Colours, 
bn gave me the Satisfaction ſleeping of what I 
wiſh'd for when awake. In the midſt of m 
Happineſs, I had the Mortification to be aiſturd 5 
by a Whifper of Don't make the leaſt Noiſe, 
or we ſhall be diſcover'd :** And before I could 
well ſhake off my Drowſineſs, I found myſelf at- 
tack d in the Middle by a female Leg which 1 5 
into me, and convey'd the very 25 She Th 
ſeen in the Garden; and the moſt angelick Form 
that ever yet my Elribrares met with. She was no 
ſooner ſeated than my Lord enter d, and my Gen- 
tleman-Uſher, - commonly call'd 'the Poltilion, 
conducted me to the Gate where T firſt ent bas 5 
and opening of it ſoftly, with a pick dernen 
8 We began our Scar udcommon 
wiftneſs. 2 
I Iwasfo pleas'd with my charming Load, that 
nothing appear d difficult; ever Tugged Wa 
caper'd over with the Activity of a Dancing- of b 
ſter, and by the Break of of ors which was ih 
About four Hours, I had left the Nunnery be 
Miles behind me. I was then otder'd to take 4 
Bye-Rod, which led a little a-croſs the Country; 
a roving travelPd about a dozen Miles more, we 
5 an Inn call'd the Sbapean Rous; where 
5 d took his ſoft Partner by the Hand, and 
1 her into an Apartment, which depriv 55 
me of the Sight of her for above two Hours; 2 
which Time I was order'd to have a freſh Su pply 
of Horſes, and Ft repare for a ſecond Heat. 
Tnouon my Spirits were pretty much exhauſt- 
ed with the Fatigue that I receiv'd from the Hur- 
ry, yet I could not help employing my Mind, 


Fs $4 Hurting” their Ablente, — ere this would 


cad; 


. 7 o 1 : Wy 
j © an 
7 I — * p 
f _ , 


endl; foras het I wasquiteunacquainted with how = 


they intended to proceed; but ſuſpected ſhrewdly 
of what they were by this Time about. During 
the whole Journey they had exchang'd but very 
few Words, and none of any more Conſequence 


than that they hop d they ſhould not be overtaken, 


and ſo forth. I conſtantly watch d my Lord's 
Hands, and expected to ſee them better employ d, 
than by keeping them in one Poſture continually 
before him, which was not the Caſe,” and made 
me again condemn his Stupidity ; for certainly 
ſhe had Charms enough to warm the coldeſt Con- 
ſtitution; nor could J imagine he would run ſuch 
2 Hazard for a leſs Reward than the Enjoyment of 
, Soo ion 6: 
Bix thus diſappointed, and as I had no other 
Pleaſure to hope for, than having a full View of 


their amorous Toys, I began to be almoſt indiffer · 
ent about their Safety: But as ſoon as ſhe appear- 


ed again, her Looks demanded my Protection ; I 
receivd her with the ſame Exgerneſs, and found 
myſelf ready to peform every Difficulty; her 
Touch gave me freſh-Vigour; and made me ſet 
out with the ſame Vivacity I had done before; and 
according to Orders directed my Courſe directly 
towards Calais. _-_ not gone far before ſhe be- 


gan to unſeal herLips, which made me all Atten- 
tion; and with the ſweeteſt Eloquence, told his 


Lordſhip how much ſhe was indebted to him for 


_ fuch-unparalelVPd Goodneſs, and that nothing but 
ſuch a Chance could have ſay'd her from the Death 


that her Deſpondency had threaten'd her with : 
A xuLL Year, added ſhe; have I been lock*d 


<« up under the Care of that troubleſome Prieſt, - 
s and daily perſecuted by his Fooleries ; nor am 1 
& aſham'd to ſay the 3 all my Misfortunes 
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7 22 1 
8 Love; and as the Nobleneſs of your Nature 
4 has now made you undertake what I can never 
ſufficiently acknowledge, I dare unboſom all my 
Griefs; being confident, from what you have 
« already fad,” that my Honour will be protected. 
It is true, my Lord, you had a Right to aſk 
. every Thing: I had Power to grant and, was 
64 my Heart at my own Diſpoſal, I know none 
e could have a juſter Claim than yourſelf; but, 
alas! it has long ſince been given to another, 
and my Vows irrevocably ſealed in Heaven; 
 « which wWhen J violate may. I undergo every Pu- 
_ $© niſhment'that rigid Cruelty can inflict. Oh! Sir, 
did you but know the amiable Lothario, you 
« muſt commend my Choice; for ſurely he Was 
& Horn with every Grace that Man would wiſh, or 
Woman can deſire: Perhaps you may chink me 
partial in the Deſcription; bay when the happy 
Time ſhall come that he may thank you for this 
4 Favour, I doubt not but you will own the Juſt- 
«neſs of what I ſay; and that the greateſt Beauty 
«proud France can boaſt: of might be fond of 
& ſuch an Alliance.” Here ſhe broke off, and his 
Lordſhip ſeem'd a little chagreen'd at his Diſa- 
pointment; for I found he had endeavoured to 
ſtorm the Caſtle, and did not 12 77 8 meet e 
ſuch a Repulſ ee 
Hx doubtleſs” thought ſhe owe ſomething to 
Gratitude, and much more to his Perſon, which 
he himſelf ſeem'd to have a mighty Opinion of, 
and appeared not a little eonfus d while ſhe was 
raiſing of Lotbhario. However, ſhe ſoon inter- 
jupted the Pauſe, by giving a brief Hiſtory of Ber 
Affaits, in the following Manner 
r AM, ſaid ſnie, the my Daughter of 5 
3 Marquiode Meer a . 122 'd for bis high Em- 


| ployment | 


I a 
* ployments, and great Rags; in State-AF- 


4 fairs, nor leſs known for his Virtües. He was | 


look d upon as a Star of the firſt Mägnitude, 
e by which his Dependants ſteer' d their Courſe to 
« Happineſs: Thus did he! paſs ſome Mears of 


« ſelf-approving Time, till lorkingEnyy (Which, 


_ 6 like a poifonous Weed, ſprings up in every 
« Court) began to'ſpread'its banefu] Influenc&o'cr 


his Head, and Staind told him Juſtice Was nor 


% ſafe; This gave him new Thoughts, and made 
him reflect on the tranſitory Dependance on the 


« World, and the Necefſity of ſecuring a hes - 


« treat, which he did iti as much * as 
“ poſſible; and, having procur'd his Difmiſnon, 
cc retired into the Country, with a full Determina- 
tion never to return to Court again. 
e Our Seat is about fifteen Leagues from Paris, 
te where I was born; and as my Father, with ſoft 
ce paternal Smiles, has often told me, ſent to bleſs 
„him in his latter Days. My Mother dying 
hen I was but two Years old, my prattling 
« Infancy was his chief Delight; and riper 
« Years were no leſs pleaſant, from wh 55 
« -. d ſo indulgent a Parent. But, alas! the 
« Avenues of Fate were not all ſtoppꝰ d;: unfore⸗ 
<« ſeen Miſchief ſtole in upon our peaceful Hours, 
« and cut the Thread of all our promisd Bliſs. 


« The Count de L*****;'' (who is the Father of 


« Lothario,and whoſe Seat is within half a League 
ce of ours) was the very Cabinet of all my Father's 
« Secrets; to him he unboſom'd all his Cites, 


ce and ſeenyd'to live but in his Friendſhip *' Hand 


« in Hand they trod the Path of ſtrict Alliance 
tor ſeveral Tears; and during the Time of my 
„ Father's Adminiftration at Court, he took 1 in 


2 gs _ Pains * introduee him ta an qc 5 


66 « ſuitable 
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© ſuitable to his Dignity, tho? not without giving 


? 


«« great Diſpleaſure to ſeveral of the Nobility, 
« who imagin d they had a Right much ſuperior 

Tur Count was no ſooner ſeated, than he 
« ſeemingly wore his new Honours with every 

Grace his noble Friend could wiſh ; and in a 
< ſhort Time grew ſo much in Favour with his 
Prince, that he was ſoon exalted much above 
« his Expectations; nor had he more to aſk, un- 
« leſs it was to ſupplant his Friend; which unpa- | 


4 ralel'd Piece of Villany he, in Canjun&ion 


« with others, brought to bear; and I fear wore 
© the Maſk of Friendſhip no otherwiſe from the 
& Beginning, than to give the Opportunity: And 
te though it appear d plain to ſeveral: about the 
« Court, that as one gain'd the Favour of the 
King the other loſt it: Yet could not my Father 


4 entertain the leaſt Thought of his Perfidy, but, 


< unſuſpecting, ſaw himſelf fall, without knowing 


_ « the Hand from whence the Wound was given; 


= and it was above a Year after his Retirement be- 
fore he was.convine'd of the Count's Falſhood. 

% I wiLL not take upon me to draw his Portrait, 
te it 13 paſt my feeble Deſcription; and therefore 
4e ſhall only ſay, that from this Moment I dated 
% my Ruin; for as ſoon as he could recover his 
< ſtraggling Senſes, be gave Orders 10 ftop all 
% Correſpondence with the Count's Family; and 
< my belov'd Lothario was for ever baniſn d from 
« our Houſe; and I, upon Pain of my Father's 


Diſpleaſure, ſtictly commanded never to fee 


9 him more. This was too great a Shock to bear, 
for from our Infancy we had prattled Love to- 
« gether, whichripen'd as we grew, and promis d 

65 . ; « the 
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3 [ag] 2 
* the Thought, and found I could not long fur 
port the Loſs of him I only wiſh'd to live 
ee In a Month a viſible Decay proclaim'd 
4e Anguiſh of my Heart, and bafled every 
« rnade uſe of for my Recovery 3 which Pdf Tes 
« zhario upon many Inventions how to fee me; 
« but {till found a continual Bar to his Deſires. All 
Doors were lock d againſt him, and my once in- 
« dulgent. Father (who thought every Thing was 
to give Way to his Revenge) was now no longer 
« ſo, but determined to ſacrifice even my Life to 
cc his Reſentment. : In vain I pleaded Lathario's 
Innocence: In vain did I diſplay the Greatneſs 
cc of his Mind, and thoſe Perfections which my 
Father once had praiſed, even to an Extrava- 
„ gance. All now was ſullied, irreparably loſt in 
4 his Father's Fault, and not one glimmering Hope 
left me but to deſpair and die. es 
«« Comfortleſs thus I mourn'd my Time away 
40 till Pity ſtruck the Breaſt of a faithful Atten- 
« dant who was my waiting Woman; this com- 
« paſſionate Creature melted at my Sufferings, 
and at once, unask d, promifed me the Sight 
« of Lothario, and all the Aſſiſtance her weak 
Power could give: She ſpoke with that Con- 
« cern that left no doubt of Truth, and offer d 
« the only Cordial that could reſtore me back 
to Life. I took her by the Hand with all 
the Tranſports of a grateful Mind, and fi- 
« gur d in my Eyes the Sentiments of my 
Heart, which at once declar'd her my only 
* Preſerver from Deſtruction. The Revolu- 
tion this made in my Mind is inexpreſſible, 
and immediately put me upon a thouſand In- 
ventions, but Maria (for that was her Name) 
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"te Feartul, lcaſt m nge ſhould, occaſion. a 
"ec Pore, 4 ha” CHESS a before me the 
& Danger. _of pur h Raſhneſs, and, the ill 
46 planning of an, Opportunity, which: once loſt 
"4 could 1 never be regain? and with many footh- 
WE ing Arguments 1 d to compoſe r me to 
fs Teſt. and; Walt Yu Aue of. a a, little; Time. In 
«rhe Ioterim, the deliyerd ſeveral Meſlages ful! 


"of Hope” to the gte artner of my Heart, | 


cc who web every * Tranſport his fond Love could 
18 raiſe, We ed me back the ſecret. Satisfaction of 
ce His Soul 15 my; e which till now had 
iz been pyerwhelm with, Horror. and. Deſpair.” 
"ec Natal! Was ,our J Love, and. mutual were our 
ce Süffering $3 WE ved but in each other, and 
ee muſt have died together had not Fate directed 
"ec it Stherways, to prevent. the Havock that . 
e Ambition of our proud Parents would haye 
ce made. 
It was the Cuttom of n my. F ather, "who had 
always preſery'd the greatelf Order in his Fa- 
dec mily. never to be out of Bed after Ten O Clock 
76e at. Night, nor ſuffer the meaneſt Servant to 
ee watch after that Hour, ſo that before 9 8 
*« Hlence was proclaimed throughout the Houle, 
and each retired to his A Place af 
„ Reſt. This awful Stillneſs only ſerv'd to keep 
4. my Thoughts awake, and employ the kind Mo- 
*« ments gentle Sleep had. given,) Which Pers, pro- 
4 6 Gly: 5 ent in eng of Lothario, |... 
'The 1 USE where L lay was backwards 
« even with. the Garden, and at. the Window 
« Maria, and 1 uſed to gl Our Midpi ght, Coun- 
. cils: Thus cover d. by N ight's dark N lantle, 
= TP faichful Creatg tre eye d BY io, e 
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1 tedious Hours away; till Morning's Dawn pro- 
& claim'd the Error of my ſtay, and forced me 
0 to my Bed for Safety. Several Nights were 
„ ůvainly ſpent in this diſconſolate Manner, and 
« which it ſeems Lothario at laſt was no Stranger 
« to, for Maria had told. him every particular, 
« which put him on the Rack, and made him 
4 fly to my Deliverance with the utmoſt Haſte ; 
« but cautious of ſurpriſing me, he firſt open'd 
&« his Intention by the moſt endearing Letter Nat 
« ever bleſs d a Lover's Hand. 

« Oh! my Lord, excuſe my Weakneſs i in con- 
« feſſing; that my fond Heart ſprung from its 
« Place, and felt a Joy it never knew before, nor 
&« can that extatick Bliſs; the promis'd Reward of 
&« a painful Life, I doubt, make me more com- 
<< pleatly happy than that precious Moment did: 
« | read it o'er and o'er With eager haſte, and 
« confounded the Buſineſs in the Love I bore the 
« Writer; impatient of I knew not what, I 
« wanted Eyes to read it all at once, till my 
& dazzled Senſes took Surfeit with the Pleaſure; 
« and made me ſighing own I was ignorant of the 
« Contents. Maria ſnatch'd it from my Hand, 
« and hid the Baſiliſk that had fo charm'd me 
% from my Reafon, ttill I could recolle& thyſelf 
“ again; and having ſummon'd all my Reſo- 
« Jution, 1 by Degrees came at the Purport 3 
„ which was to be in Readineſs that Night at the 
« Window to receive this ſweet Diſturber of my 
« Repoſe, who was determin'd to ſcale the Garden 
„ Wall; and fly with me to ſome Place of Safety, 
*« where we might ſpend the reſt of our Lives out 
* of the Power of our rigid Parents. 
<< ACCcoRDincEy I ſpent the beſt Part of the 
. "mT in providing tor "Fs Flight; having pack'd 
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40 | ſeveral valuable Jewek that nor Preſents of 


my Father's in his fonder Days, the Sight of 
« which made me diſſolve in Tears, to think I 


_ « was now under the Neceſſityof flying from that 
Hand that had led me through Life with ſuch pa - 


« ternal Care, and made a ſtrange Diviſion between 
« Loveand Duty. Maria ſtrove with every little 
« Artſhe could to cheer me from theſe Thoughts, 
« and by many Inventions diverted the creeping 


Hours *till the Bell rung, which was the nightly | 


« Summoner to repoſe, and which left me at large 
« to purſue my Purpoſe; for in an Hour after 
4c the Day's Fatigue was buried in Sleep, and all 
« the Houſe ſeem'd huſh as Death. e 

. « Taz Moon now darted pale Luſtre through 
% my Window, and again invited me to the uſual 
« Place, where caſting my Eyes among the ſhady 
« Walks, the awful Gloom made me inly ruminate 
« on each Event, and every Breeze of Wind that 
« whiſper'd through the Trees, gave freſn Alarms 
« to deceive my attentive Ears: Two tedious 
« Hours I paſs d away in Diſappointment, till 
« my Eyes were weary in ſearching through the 


e moſt ſecret Paſſages of the Garden; and the 


« Screech=Ow!l's Voice ſeem'd to mock my Toils, 
« and proclaim me wretched and forſaken. Un- 
« happy Thought! what a Revolution did it make? 


My Heart again grew fick, my whole Frame 
« ſhook with agonizing Pain, and all thoſe pleaſing 
Ideas that reign'd triumphant were at once ba- 


« niſh'd from my Mind. I figh'd, and could no 
« longer bear Reflection, but retir'd to my Bed- 
« chamber, where I had no ſooner ſeated my ſelf, 
« than Maria (who had been all this While at the 
« Window) came running, and told me, ſhe ſaw 
„ Some-body in the Walk, that led from the Jeſ- 
3 N „ {amine 


ſamine Bower, who ſeem'd, with cautious Steps, 
« to advance towards uss. 
es Swift as my Hope I again reſumed my Place, 
* and pony ſaw the Object of my Wiſhes; 
« his Eyes, which far outſhone the noCturnat 
“Night, convinc'd me of the Truth; thrice did 
I attempt to expreſs my Joy at his Approach, 
« and as often did my faultering Tongue refuſe to 
« obey its Office, but left me like a Statue 
« fix'd, to obſerve his Motion. He, with Extaſy, 
« drew near, and, wondering ſympathiz'd with 
_ * me; for broken Accents whiſper'd forth his 
« Love, and, like a Niggard, ſtinted me of half 
« the pleaſing Tale. Some Time we loft in pant- 
es ing to recover, till Reaſon chid our fond De- 
« lay, and pointed out the Morning's Danger: 
% Dreadful Conſequence ! No leſs than the Ha- 
« zard of Loſbario's Life. This put our Thoughts 
« upon the Wing, and made us prepare immedi- 
%% 
__ « He then took me in his Arms, and lifted me 
« from the Window, and like the Plunderer, juſt 
« poſſeſs'> of Wealth, precipitately bore me t0 
« the Place where firſt he enter d: Maria purſu- 
„ ing us with my little Store, almoſt breathleſs, 
« for fear of being left behind. There was 4 
Mount at the end of the Walk that over-look*d 
the Wall, which we aſcended, and by the help of 
« a Ladder of Ropes, by which Lotharia firlt got 
«« Entrance, we, with no great Difficylty, let our- 
« ſelves down, and having croſs d a Field, arriv'd at 
his Coach, that waited to receive us. We travell' d, 
« or rather flew, ten Miles, where we alighted at 4 
&« rural Cottage, incloſed by winding Hedges of 
„ the ſpreading. Kind, that form'd a pleaſant 
n Shade, and which obſcurely hid from all intrud- 
„ ing 
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XX 
te ing Eyes the well-contented Owner. | My. firſh © 
& Salutation was from a Prieſt, that was appointed 


by Lothario to meet us here to perform the nup- 


<c tial Oeremony. Ile took me by the Hand, 
* and led me to the bliſsful Bower, where ſeated 
by my lov'd Lord, ny Soul ſeem'd ſo abſolute 
ein its Content, that I wiſh'd not to know another 
2 3 for this ds > ne to me the Para- 


4+ + 


45 "6 « Oon kind Holter 8 us ke "þ every . it 
1 freſnment needtul for his Dwelling, and twas now 
10, J firſt diſcover'd more was uſeleſs. His honeſt 
68 aged Countenance beſpoke a Life well wore in 
«Innocence, unknown to Guile, and only wait- 
ing the Reward of perfect Purity. Here was 
„much room for Speculation, and my Curio- 
te ſity would have made me more inquiſitive, 
«(had not Lothario, in the Shape of Love, inter- 
ce fer'd, and told me thoſe loments were too 
$ precious to be waſted in Reflection. The Prieſt 
0 too ſeem'd to chide Delay, and, like a truſty 
$5, Pilot, ſteer'd the Courſe to Hymey's. Temple, 
6 Where we were united in the uſual Form. 

But when we thought our Happineſs moſt 
ke ſecure, our rigid Fate alarm'd us with new 

60 Troubles; for the Ceremony was no ſooner over 
++, than we found the Place beſet with armed Men; 
te and who ſhould I fee. firſt enter but my Father, 
„ whoſe fiery Eyes diſcover'd a Mind inflam'd 
6 with Anger, A Deſtruction through e- 
very Beholder. He greedily ſnatch'd me as 

« his Prey, while Iftood trembling, to implore his 
- Mercy 3 Which Lothario ſeeing, attempted 
6 to draw his Sword to reſcue. me; but was 

eee ſeiz d by. ſeveral others, who 
ry; 7s 2 40 « dragg d 
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1 31 
& dragg d him inſtantly from my Sight, and dif- 
« pos'd him where I never ſaw him more. Maria, 
« the Prieſt,” and People of the Houſe, fled. as 
«« for their Lives; and I alone was left the Victim 
* to his great Revenge. His Wards were choak'd 
« with Paſſion, while mine were loſt in Fear, and 
« only cruel Signs were left to tell me what was 
« meant; for, precipitate as his Raſhneſs, I was 


« forc'd to a Coach, which ſtood ſome little Diſt- 


6 ance from the Place, and there cramm'd in, as 
« ſomething unworthy of better Uſage. 


« HE had no ſooner ſeated himſelf by my Side, 4 


i than I was drove away with unuſual Swiftneſs, 
« with no. leſs than ſix Men on Horſeback to 


« puard me, all Strangers! Nor did I ſee one 
« Face I knew, except my Father's. I i imagin'd 


te the Cayalcade conſiſted of more, but I ſuppoſe 
ce the reſt were left behind to take care of Lothas 


« rio. 


« IT was about Two Clock when we ſet off, 
« and I expected, at the Rate we went, to be at 


* my old Apartment before Four; but I was 


« very. much diſappointed; for we travelled ' till 
6+ Ten before we ſtopp'd, at which Time I arriv d 
te at the Nunnery where your Lordſhip found me: 
« When I alighted from the Coach I was uſher'd 


e into a Room, where my Father left me alone - 


te for ſome little Time, and then return'd again; 
and, by his Frowns, plainly pointed out ſome fa- 
« tal Conſequence. I fell upon my Knees, and; in 
« this humble Poſture, begg'd to know my Doom. 
His Replies were ſavage! and fierce as his 
“ Looks, demanded to know what ſuch a Wretch 
« as I could expect; but, continued he, I will 
not parly, leſt I forget myſelf, and ptrvent x 
= Fg which my Soul was ſworn to keep. 
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„ Risz up, thou falſe Deceiver of my Love: 

1 ſtain to my Honour and thy Mother's Virtue, 

« nor think chy deluſive Tears ſhall ever ſoften 
; " my Breaſt in favour of thy Crimes: I am re- 

« ſoſv d, and that thou ſoon ſhall'ſt know. I was , 

going to acquaint him with my Marriage, but 
« he would not admit of Anſwer, but forcibly 

«6 * tore from me, and left the Room. 
Vas not long alone before the Lady Abbeſs 
« appear d, who, in a moſt obliging Manner, 
« confirm'd my Safety, and with every Tender- 
« neſs, ion cou'd invent, endeavour d to 

4 dry up my Tears, which, like a Torrent, had 

66 — 1 my Eyes for eight long Hours. 
When I diſcover'd where I was, my Fears be- 

4 gan to diſſipate; for my fluttering Heart fore. 

„ boded greater Miſchief, thinking on nothing 

486 leſs. than Death, though from a F ather's Hand 
« and where 1 moſt had room to hope Pro- 

ce tection 1 I retired to my Bed as ſoon as poſſible, 
here I laid me down like a Wretch beſet with 

_«« Hls, whoſe only Hope is to forget himſelf z but 
«even here I could find no Eaſe: Lothario's 
Image, figur d in my Mind, gave freſh Alarms, 
« and Fanicy's Viſion ſhew'd him no longer an In- 

4 habitant of this World. Torment ſucceeded 
„Torment, and left me on the Rack till Day- 
light: Often I cursd the unlucky Chance that 
« occafion'd the Diſcovery, and as Tekken blamed 
* myſelf for being ſo careleſs i in 4 Thing that moſt 
concern d my Happineſs. 

Tou may remeinber, my Lord, I told you I 
« receiv'd : a tter to by in Readineſs to eſcape 
4 with Latharig, and with What Extravagance 1 

read the pleaſing Epiſtle: * was 8 
1 whic If or J tur*d wit 
ton hL ſplit y for J was lg enraptur ku 
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e the Subject, that I thought it worthy of being 
4 plac'd next my Heart; and having thruſt it in 
« my Boſom, ſoon forget the Intelligencer of all 
«6, my Joys 2 Fatal Neglect For as I was hited 
« from the Window to the Garden, it undoubted- 
« ly fell out, and betra d our Deſign; for the 
« very Houſe, and Perſon's Name where we went 
« to, were mention'd 3 and in too full a Manner 
« ro eſcape my inquilitive Father's. Search; nor 
« did I once think of the miſchievous Tell- Tale, 
44 *tj]l I had Cauſe to mourn my Negligence, and 
« wasrender'd the moſt miſerable of all Creatures. 
« Since my Confinement, I have been informed 
se that Lothario is ſafe, and that his Father (upon 
« hearing of his going away with me) immediately 
got an Order from the King to ſend him to the 
Army in Flanders, with a ſtrict Injunction not to 
return unſent for; ſo that I believe our Mar- 
« riage yet remains a Secret to our Parents. I 
« have laid ſeveral Plots for my Eſcape, but the 
„ Prieſt, who my Father had formerly been ſer- 
« yiceable to, was too much his Friend to let me 
© ſucceed ; his Eyes were continually upon me, 
4 and his frequent Sollicitations for me to take the 
Orders of a Nun, became ſo tirefome that I had 
„very little Reſpite, any more than while he was 
« drinking his Glaſs, which I have been told he does 
„% with great Freedom, and which has given me 
« the lucky Opportunity that I never otherways 
« ſhould have had: The Moment your . Lordſhip 
% arriv d with him, I was informed of it, and endea- 
« youred all I could to throw myſelf in your Way, 
« in hopes that you would fend a Letter directed 
« toa Friend of mine at Paris; but when I was 
* ſo happy as to find you in the Garden alone, my 
« Spirits again teviv'd, and flatter d me wit 

DEE ng, | 8 « further . 
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1 further Succeſs z: and therefore hope, my Lord, 
vou will pardon the little Art I made uſe of in 
4 concealing my Mariage, for Hazards, like theſe, 
I knew would not be run merely from a Principle 
of bringing a Woman to her Huſband ; and as 
-«« no leſs than my Life depended on the Event, I 
& flatter myſelf both Heaven and you will forgive 
ac the Deceit; and I have ſo high a Senſe of the 
„Obligation, that was there a Thing on Earth I 
could do for your Service, conſiſtent with Ho- 
e nour, I ſhould immediately embrace the Taſk, 
and own that Part of my Life due to my Pre- 
SR tot . onutt33 var | 
. Hzuxe ſhe broke off; and his Lordſhip took 
her by the Hand, and; kiſſing it with Raptures, 
_ own'd what ſhe ſaid was juſt, and that his Mo- 
tive was to oblige himſelf. But as Fortune had 
pointed him out to preſerve her for a happier Man, 
be gloried in the Undertaking, and wiſh'd for no- 
thing more than to ſee the Lord Lothario bleſs'd 
with her unparalell'd Charms. I could not help 
making ſome Obſervations when he ſpoke this; 
for, methought his Countenance ſeem'd to be 
tinctur'd with Diſappointment, and that the 
Words did not flow freely from his Heart: How- 
ever, he was in the Right to carry it off with as 
good a Grace as poſlible, for there was no retreat- 
ing now; it was full as dangerous for his Lordſhip 
as the Lady in caſe of a Diſcovery; and there was 
nothing left for em but to hurry me forward as faſt 
as poſſible; and the only Encouragement I had was 
to hear his Lordſhip commend my Swiftneſs, and 
ſay that I was the moſt convenient Carriage he 
ever ſaw in his Life; and that as he had had the Ho- 
nour of inſtituting ſeveral new Faſhions in England, 
he would alſo introduce me to the Beau —_— 


— 
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And immortalize his Name for being fo particularly 


ſerviceable to his Country. He ſeeni'd to exert 
| himſelf. very much when he ſpoke this, and diſ- 


cover d the true Spirit of Patriotiſm ; and added, 


that he thought it a Shame for any Gentleman to 
travel among the French, and return home with- 
out ſtealing ſome Advantage ſrom that Nation, 
who were continually practiſing upon the Eugliſp; 
he then pinch'd the Cock of his Hat, put his 
nutes in Silence, 5 
I is true he had great Reaſon to ſay ſo, for 


there was not an Inn upon the Road but he had 


ſufficiently experienc'd, by paying double the Va- 
lue for every Thing he had; and I believe his Purſe 


by this Time was ſo well drain'd, that it was pret= 


ty near upon a Level with his Underſtanding, 
However, I bleſs'd my lucky Stars for pointing 
out the Road to Preferment, for I found I was to 
accompany his Lordſhip to England, where Art 
and Novelty might make a conſiderable Progreſs, 
and I again be reſtored to my primitive State. 
With theſe pleaſing Thoughts I Toon arriv'd at 
Calais, and having fairly enter'd my Gueſt at the 
White Lion, had the Satisfaction to hear his Lord- 
ſhip agree with the Landlord (who was my Ma- 
ſter's Correſpondent) for my Purchaſe ; and a Bill 


being drawn for the Money, I was, without further 


Ceremony, hoiſted the next Day on board the Pac- 
quet, and convey'd to Dover, where his Lordſhip 
and I arriv'd ina few Hours. As to the Lady I 
ſaw no more of her; for ſhe poſted another Way 
in Search of a more amiable Companion; and 1 
had the Satisfaction of hearing afterwards that ſhe 
arrived ſafe to the Arms of her Lothario. 
WEN firſt I came aſhore 1 was receiv'd by a 

1 F numerous 


a 


Hand in his Boſom, and loll'd away ſeveral Mi- 
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numerous Attendance; for I believe there was 


hardly an old Woman, or Boy in the Town, that 
did not come to look at me: This I took for the 
Courteſey of the Country, and trippꝰd before them 
with the beſt French Air I could put on; but I 


was ſoon undeceiv*d, for before I could reach the 


Inn where I was to put up, I was cannonaded with 


A 


Dirt from all Quarters, and call'd a thouſand foutee 
Bougres, which made me hurry to get under Shelter 


as ſoon as poſſible, to evade the Malice of theſe 


unpolite People. I muſt confeſs T was fo cha- 
grin'd at ſuch fort of Treatment, that I began 


to wiſh myſelf in France again; and it was as much 
as I could do to perſuade myſelf that I ſhould not 
receive the ſame ſort of Uſage from the whole 


Nation; ſo much my Fears had got the better 


of my Underſtanding. 5 
Wut the Time was come for my Departure, 
I flew through this unmannerly Town with uncom- 


mon Haſte z and, by my Swiftneſs, eſcap'd ſe- 
veral of my Enemies, who were preparing for a 


ſecond Attack. When J had got paſt their Ter- 


ritories, I took Breath a little; but was hardly re- 
cover d before I enter'd upon the Outſkirts of a 


Village, where I was again beſet on all Sides by a 


Parcel of Clowns, that had nothing to diſtinguiſh 


them from Brutes but their Make; and One, who 
aſſum'd to be a rational Creature, ſaid I was a 
French Monſtet going to London to be ſhew'd 


among the Lions in the Tower. Several more of 


theſe ſort of Witiciſms paſs*d, which occaſion'd 
a loud Laugh, and reach'd from one Dunghill to 
another ; and one of the Clods being alittle lighter- 


k _-: heePd than the reſt, jamp'd up behind me, which 


Xx wr me an Advantage that atton'd for the Afront 
for I immediately run over a great Stone that lay 


1 ES 
in the Road, and tumbled the Booby. to his na- 
tive Dirt, where I left him ſprawling to conſider 
of his Folly. E 1 
Tur many Inſults I met with upon the Road 
were inſufferable ; I found I was doom'd to tun 
the Gantlet, till I got to London, which gave me 
terrible Apprehenſions of what I had to expect 
from. Engliſh Civility when there; but when I 
came to my Lord's Houſe, which was near the 
Court, I found the Scene moſt agreeably chang'd, 
and had the Satisfaction of ſeeing ſeveral of my 
Countrymen attend in Liveries to receive both his 
Lordſhip and me; and, in ſpite of all my Suffer- 
ings, Pride began again to be predominant: 1 
now conſider'd myſelf of high Degree, and rated 
my Dignity from the Moment of my Arrival ; 
and what ſeem'd to confirm me in the Safety of it 
was the expreſs Commands given for my being 
taken particular Care of, which were comply'd 
with; and, by the help of a new.Thrum-Mop, I 
was immediately cleans'd from the Incivilities I 
had met with in my Travels. The next Day I 
was ſurvey'd by the InſpeFor-General of his 
Lordſhip's Carriages, commonly call'd a Coach- 
maker, and was, by the help 128 his Genius, in a 
little Time, faſhionably repair'd with new Lining 
and gilt Outſide. Thus, metamorphos'd, I be- 
gan to be the Talk of the whole Town, and had 
the Pleaſure of ſecing the Footmen, for ſeveral 
Days, diſpatch'd with Cards, by the way of In- 
vitation, to ſee me; and, as his Lordſhip's Ac- 
quaintance were numerous, my Levee was more 
crowded than that of a foreign Miniſter, and he 
was happieſt that could get the neareſt my 
Perſon, Great Order was obſerved in this Affair, 
for none but the better Sort were ſuffer'd to ſee me 
: F 2 fs the 


4 r 
me the firſt Week, and nothing leſs than - 
Right Honourable could be admitted : After that, 
ſome few Commoners of Diſtinction were indulg'd 
with a tranſitory View ; and this my Lord thought 
a great Condeſcenſion; for he was terribly peſt- 
er d by my Lord Faddle, Lady Fidget, and ſeveral 
others of their Rank; who declar'd I had ſome- 
thing ſo delicate in my Make, that they could 
gaze away a whole Month upon me without re- 
Pining at the loſs of a new Play, or any other 
Bleſſing tho“ never ſo great. Nay! Lady Wiſb. 
all was fo enamour'd, that upon my Lord's re- 
fuſing her an Airing in me ſhefell ſick, and it was 
as much as the moſt eminent Phyficians could do 
to recover her. This was a very great Misfortune 
to me, for my Lord, who was a tender-hearted 
Man, never refus'd to lend me to any Lady after- 
wards, which buzz'd through the whole Circle; 
and in leſs than a Fortnight I had above fifty 
Jaunts into Hyde-Park before Dinner. I thought 
once I ſhould never have been tired of the Fair- 
Sex; but, by the unconſionable Uſe they now 
made of me, my Back was almoſt broke, and 
ſurfeited all my former Inclinations: I found 
them ſo wantonly burthenſome, that I wou'd. 
as ſoon have croſsd a clay'd Ground in the midſt 
of Winter, as have tauch'd the Hem-of a Pet- 
A e 
Bur my Lord ſoon ſaw the Inconveniency of 
making me too publick; for my Portrait was 
drawn, and in a very little Time he had the Mor- 
tification to ſee ſeveral Reſemblances of my Perſon 
wheel by him, which hurt his Pride to ſuch a De- 
gree, that he threaten'd immediately to apply for 
a Patent, that he might have the Power of pu- 
niſhing the Preſumption : But it was too late; 
c 5 
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the Faſhion had taken Wing, and. my Brethren . 


foon became as common as Hackney Coaches. I 
cannot ſay that I was much diſpleaſed at the Thing, 


imagining it would take great part of the Labour 


off of my Shoulders, and I ſhould entirely get rid 
of my ſemale Companions : But I was miſtaken j 
they had too great a Veneration for my Country to 


give me up ſo ſoon: Nothing but French would 


pleaſe; and all others were lock'd upon, for ſome 
Time, with the higheſt Contempt. 


Tris, indeed, fed my Vanity a little; but as 


1 found re was a flaviſh Thing, I would 


now have gladly parted with it for a little Eaſe. 
My Lord Faddle too was as great a Teizer as any 


. — of them all; he was a very Butterfly in 


Dreſs, and never fail'd, when he had an Oppor- 
tunity, of being out on a ſun-ſhiny Day. As we 
paſs'd along we attracted every Eye that came in 
our Way, which gave mutual Satisfaction, as we 
both imagin*d ourſelves worthy of Obſervation : 
But 1 hope I am not too partial to myſelf, in think- 


8 ing that it was I that was moſt admired ; nor was 
it poſſible to be otherways indeed ; for his Lords 


ſhip was ſo very low in Stature, that his Head 


| would but barely reach up to my Window, and 


very little more could be feen of him than his Hat 

and Feather, and part of a lage Muff which he 
held up to his Noſe, to keep an unwholſome Air 
from affecting his Brain. However, he enjoy'd 
it in Imagination, and ſince, I found, I was de- 
ſtinꝰd to be always in Motion; I was thoroughly 
fatisfy*d in carrying this Gentleman; for his 
Weight was ſo trifling, that I perceiv'd very little 
Difference between him and Lady Fidgets pug 
Dog, which ſhe always carried with her when ſhe 
went upon any Affair 8 Importance. 


Bur 


Ta ] 


For this Happineſs was too light to be ſubſtan« 


tial, and I found by the frequent Uſe. that was 


tnade of me, my Conſequence began to decline, 
and Lord Faddle, who was ever fond of Novelty, 
grew tir'd, and gave me up in a little Time with 
an ill-natur'd Sneer, ſaying, I had been a ufeful 
pretty Thing, but I now grew old-faſhion'd, and 
was only fit to carry Tradeſmen to Humgſtead or 
Highgate. The Report of this Nobleman, as he 
was reckon'd a Man of Taſte, certainly did me 
great Diſkindneſs, for I found myſelf very much 
neglected, and even my Maſter ſeem'd out of 
Conceit with me, ſo that I remain'd a whole 
Week in the Coach-Houſe without ſo much as 
once being enquir'd after, and believe I. ſhould 
have ſtaid there till now, had it not been for one 
*Squire Face, who introduc'd me again into the 
World, in ſpite of all Lord Faddle could ſay to 
the contrary. rs * 
This Gentleman had formerly kepta Tea-Ware- - 
houſe, but being a Genius was mightily admir'd 
for his Parts, and by the Help of a new Sort of 
Merchandize, which he diſpos'd of without the 
Hazard of either Modeſty or Reputation, foon put 
himſelf upon a Level with ſeveral of our modern 
Ovality : He, Champion-like, took my Cauſe in 
Hand, and with ſome Warmth ſwore I was of 
more Uſe than the whole Family of the Faddles 
put together, and having great Influence over my 


Maſter, perſuaded him to part with me, ſo that! 


very ſoon became his Property, and was not a 
Attle Proud of being made the Companion of a 
Man of Senſe, Here I had a new Manner of 

Life to run through, no leſs than that of a Sche- 
miſt; and though I thought I had a tolerable 
Share of Underſtanding, yet I found myſelf a 
i ; Meer 
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meer Novice among thoſe that call themſelves 
the knowing Part of Mankind. It is true I had 
long had the Honour of ſerving ſome of the 
greateſt Titles; but then I cannot ſay I edified 
much more by it, than merely to know which 
. was the neweſt Faſhion of Dreſs; who was the 
beſt Actor; and whether a Card-Table had not 
more Morals than a Pulpit; fo that my Conchu- 
fion muſt conſequently end in Ignorance, and 1 
no otherways qualified than for a Court Taylor 
or Valet de Chambre. 3 | 
Bor, Mr. Face, who was a Maſter of Arts, 
open'd a new Scene, expos'd the Errors of my 
Life, and plainly ſhew'd me, that all my Endea- 
vours hitherto. conſiſted of Pageantry and mere 
Nonſence. He had ſtudied the Metamorphoſes, 
and could at any Time transform a Beau into the 
meaneſt Inſect; a modern gay Lady into a wrinkled 
Matron; and make the whole Compoſition of a 
Puritan, out of a decayed Rake and diſappointed 
- Politician, In ſhort, he was the very Mirror of 
the Times, and plainly ſhew'd each Man his own 
Deformity. Many ſorts of People this my new 
Maſter mingled with, merely for the Sake of Im- 
provement; for he held it as a conſtant Maxim, 
that upon changing the Scene there was always 
ſomething new to be acquir'd, and Variety ſeer d 
to be one of the principal Points he had in View, 
After I underſtood his Inclinations, I prepar'd my- 
ſelf for a general Rout; and inſtead of taking an 
Airing in Hyde-Park, I travers'd Covent-Garden, 

and other publick Parts of the Town, which gave 
me much Diverſion from the groteſque Figures I 
carried, who were very fond of accompanying 
Mr. Face in his Vehicle, ala mode de Paris. Folly 
troubled me very often; and now and then —_ 
' Senſe 


. 


"Senſe took Place, and we had our different Cof: 


fee - Houſes where we uſed to take up each, tho 
I was often oblig' d to go a great Way to fetch 
the latter. But I ſpar'd no Pains, as I found it 
anſwer'd my Maſter*s Purpoſe, for the one ſup- 
plied his Purſe, the other his Underſtanding, and 


dy theſe Means my Wheels were kept a-going. 


Ws capable of giving the Particulars of ever! 
Individual, it would make a ſtrange Medley put 
together, and might juſtly be ſtiPd, The bat d'ye 
call it, but as Fools in General ate no farther 
worth Notice, than only to fill up the Vacuum of 
an empty Purſe, I will therefore bundle em toge- 
ther, and like Statues, fix them as a Mark for the 
Uſe of the Publick. And ſhall, by the Way of 
Hiſtory, relate only ſome Occurtences of thoſe, 
that paſs under the Denomination of Wiſe, and 
ſtile themſelves the Genius's of the Age; but, as 
in Painting, Light and Shade make each other 
more conſpicuous, ſo muſt I draw the Compariſon 
here; and be under a Neceſſity of ſetting up the 
Ignorant as a Foil, to give ſome Colour to theſe 
choice Spirits, who otherways might, in all Pro- 
bability, fall ſomething ſhort of their Pretenſions. 
For if I underſtand Things right, Morality and 
Good'Senſe ate ſo nearly allied, that they muſt 
be for ever inſeparable ; and he that would imi- 
tate the one, Ought to have a ſufficient Share of 
the other. 4 ee I Tu, 
Bur to return to my Purpoſe, I was order'd by 
Mr. Face to ſtop at a certain Coffee-Houſe in Co- 
_ went-Garden, where he ſaid he was to take in Mr. 
Dapper, who was a Perſon univerſally known, 
and fam'd for the greateſt Naturallſt in Europe, 
I was exceeding glad of the Opportunity, for 
never heard higher Encomiums upon any Man in 
2 my 
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my Life, than I had heard on this Gentleman, both 


as to his Perſon and Underſtanding, which ſwell'd 
my Expectations, and had made ſuch an Impref- 
fion on my Mind, that according to Fame I ex- 
| pected to fee no leſs than an Adonis, and like a 
fond Virgin eagerly open'd my Embraces to re- 


ceive this adored Phenix. But how were my 


Hopes blaſted, when 1 faw trip towards me a 
ſpruce Thing of five Feet high, whoſe Actions 


beſpoke the Pantaloon, and dreſs that of a French 


Mountebank? It is true the little Creature had 


very good Eyes, and ſomething extreme Drole in 


his Countenance, which he could change and mo- 
del as he pleas'd; and to give a Specimen of his 
Skill, between the Coffee-Houſe Door and me, he 
met a grave Gentleman, who ſeem'd by hisLooks 


to be of the Phyſical Order; which he accoſted with 


all the Sagacity of the Profeſſion, and enjoined 


the Sage to a Diſcourſe that laſted a few Minutes, 


which gave him Time enough to act a Scene of 
Pleaſantry that was quite new to me. 


TnuxIR Topic was upon the Iuſpector, who my 


ſuppos'd Doctor (with a great Deal of Earneſtneſs) 
ſaid, was the very Fountain of Reaſon, and the 


moſt proper Guide for every Man to walk by, 
that had any Pretenſions to Poetry; and at the 


fame Time contracted every Muſcle in his Face, 
as though he were convuls' d. Mr. Dapper op- 
_ Pos'd his Opinion, which I perceived was done on 
Purpoſe to heighten the Argument, that he might 
have the better Opportunity of taking the old 
Gentleman off, as he afterwards term'd it, for 


there was not a Geſture he made Uſe of, but 


Dapper counterfeited to a Nicety, and came fo 
near his Voice, that I could hardly diſtinguiſh 
one from the other, when they ſpoke; there 
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wanting nothing but Dreſs and Proportion to 
make em one and the ſame Being. His Anta- 
goniſt no ways diſcover'd the Trick that was 
put upon him, and was going on with great Zeal; 
but Mr. Face (who thought he was ap'd ſuffi- 
ciently) call'd out that the Humbug was high e- 
nough, which cant Word being unknown to the 
elder Diſputant, Mr. Dapper afſum'd his own 
Shape again, and as ſoon as poſſible took his Leave 
without any Suſpicion. of what had happen'd, 
which concluded with a loud Laugh between Face 
and Dapper. . 

IRD no ſooner receiv'd my little Mimick, 
than away I poſted to Lady Lovemore's, who was 
paſſionately fond of this Sort of Wit. The World 
indeed, has been 1l|-natured enough to ſay, it was 
Dapper's Perſon ſhe was enamour'd with, and on- 
ly made this a Pretence to ſecure her from Cen- 
ſure; but it's very improbable, any Woman that 
is capable of diſtinguiſhing, can be ſo deceiv'd as 
to miſtake a Shadow for Subftance: Nor do I 
believe Mr. Dapper is ſo far unacquainted with 
himſelf, as to ſet too much Value upon his Man- 
hood, and therefore endeavours to make up the 
Defect, by diverting the Thoughts another Way. 
But let that be which Way it will, it anſwers his 
End, for he has found ſufficient Means to ſecure 
the Favour of ſeveral Ladies of Diſtinction, who 
are never happier than when they have him a- 

mong them. | 1.0 

- __ Wren I came into the Court-Yard before La- 
dy Lovemore's Houſe, there run out half a Dozen 

of theſe fond Females to meet us, and with great 
Joy told Mr. Dapper they were the moſt wretched 
Creatures breathing before he came, and ſhould 

have ſunk into a State of Inſenſibility in one 
55 1 133 Hour 
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Hour more, had he not thus opportunely falln 
in to chace away their Spleen ; ſo without farther 
Ceremony they ſeiz d him by the Arm, and con- 
vey'd their Play-Thing to the Parlour, where his 
Conſequence took Place of the whole Company, 
by being ſeated at the upper End of the Room. 


Mr. Face, who had no Body left to uſher him in 
but a Footman, was a little chagrin'd at the 


Treatment; but recollecting that Modeſty had 

long ſince been out of Fathion, nimbly tripp'd 

after, and overtook the Wantons Time enough 
to be admitted a Member of the Society. 


Mx Situation was ſo near the Window as to 


hear every thing they ſaid, and had a full Proſpect 
of the whole Aſſembly, which conſiſted of eight 
Ladies, Lord Dromedary, Sir Cloudfley Drawcanker, 
old Mr. Swineborn, and the two Worthies I had 
Jo brought. They were no ſooner ſeated, than 

r. HFilliard artiv'd at the Gate, but being in- 
form'd Sir Cloudſiey was there (who he had lately 
oblig'd to undergo a ſevere Purgation) excus'd 
his Entrance, by faying he had ſeveral People of 


Quality under his Care, that muſt infallibly be 


loft if he didn't attend, and after having ſent 


in his Compliments with an Air peculiar to him- 


ſelf, order*d his Coachman to drive to the Mar- 


| quis of Bammingtons. The Knight took the Ad- 


vantage of this Retreat, and with a Sneer of Con- 


tempt, ſaid, the Fugitive was abſolutely in the ; 


Right, to avoid the Preſence of one whoſe Diſ- 
pleaſure he had ſufficiently expertenc'd, and who 
had ſo far eclips'd him in a late Undertaking ; 


and then with the Importance of a Conqueror, 
roſe from his Chair, and ſtalk*d about the Room 


ſeveral Times, which occaſion'd ſome Mirth 
among the Company. It ſeems a Paper War had 
4 "WY BE 
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ſubſiſted a long Time between theſe two Gentle- 
men, and each had ſet forth his Abilities to the 
Publick in fo glaring a Light, that it was hard to 
determine which deſerv'd the Laurel moſt. 

Bor Mr. Face, who was no great Friend to Sir 
Cloudſiey, began to take up the Cudgels, and ſaid, 
he thought it beneath an Author who boaſted. ſo 

much Superiority, to ſpeak ſo unbecoming of a 
Gentleman in his Abſence, (who in his Opinion 
was at leaſt his equal) and not only himſelf, but 
all the World was convinc'd to the contrary of 

what he ſaid; nay, ſuch late Proofs had been 

pores of Mr. Hilliard's Capacity, that Nature 

herſelf ſeem'd indebted to him for diſcovering 
new * Beauties hitherto unknown to vulgar Eyes, 
and how far his extenſive Genius might {till lead 
him for the Service of Mankind was worth At- 
tention, and at leaſt merited common Thanks. 

He was going on farther, by calling him the 
Delight of the Muſes ; but Sir Drawcanker (who. 
ſwell'd like the Frog in the Fable) could no lon- 
ger ſupport what he thought an Indignity to his 

Parts, and immediately burſt into twenty Com- 
pariſons by the Way of Quotation, and then ap- 
peal'd to the Company for the Truth of his Ar- 
gument. But before any reply could be made, 

Face again took Fire, and rais'd the Contention 
to ſuch a Height, that it appear d difficult to 
extinguiſh the Heat of their Fury, and as they 
were both Men of undoubted Valour, it might 
have been Fatal, had not Mr. Dapper (with his 
uſual Way of ridiculing every Thing ſerious) in- 

_ terfer'd, by taking Drawcanker by the Hand, and 
leading him to a Looking-Glaſs, where he en- 
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deavour'd to ſhew him how his Paſſions had drawn 
him from himſelf; and, by ſevera] ingenious In- 
ventions in Mimickry, expos'd the Abſurdity of 
contending for a Right that never could be obtainꝰd 
but through the Approbation of others. 

Tais had the deſired Effect; eſpecially as Mr. 
Dapper allow'd each to have his different Manner 


of pleaſing in Poetry, and immediately drew a Com- > 


pariſon, as between a Black Beauty and a Fair 
One, You, Sir Cloudſiey, (continued he) I muſt 


call the Black Beauty; and I believe it will be al- 


lowed by all, there can be no Addition made to 
to your ſable Charms; for, like a ſerene Night, 
you ſtrike an awful Stilneſs all around you; and as 
a balmy Comfort to a ſickly Mind, lull the care- 
tir'd Thoughts into a State of Forgetfulneſs, and 
bury at once the painful Dregs of Life. Whilſt 
Hilliard's fairer Charms ftrive to imitate the Sun, 
and, darting ſuch Luſtre from his Meridian, oc- 
caſions new Wonders in every Beholder ; then 
gives ſtrange Birth to Fancies unthought of before, 
and forms at once Creations all his own : His ra- 
diant Beams exhale that Cloud of Errors that hovers 
round the Brain of the ſelf-ſufficient Bard; and 
like the fond Indian that ſucks the Poiſon from - 
another's Wound, dies in endeavouring a Paſſage 
to immortal Fame. e 
Tris ſublime Deſcription alter'd every Feature 
in Drawcanker's Face, and put him into a muſing 
Poſture for ſome Minutes, which the Compan 
perceiving, endeavour'd to divert, by calling a 
new Topick; and as Lady Lovemore was very fond 


of Change, ſhe apply'd to Mr. Swineborn for 


the News of the Town, as a Perſon whoſe Pene- 
tration ſhe had long rely'd on. The old Gentle- 
man, ever fond of obliging the Fair Sex, told her 

| . | Ladyſhip 
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Ladyſhip the moſt important Buſineſs of the 
People, and which at preſent ſeem'd to ingroſs the 
whole Attention of thoſe that call themſelves the 
polite Part of Mankind, was, the Playhouſes. 
O dear, that's true, reply'd her Ladyſhip! I hear 
there has been great Diſputes among 'em : Pray 
what was the Occaſion ? 8 

TE theatrical State, ſaid he, Madam, re- 
ſembles the whole World in Epitome, where Pride, 
Envy, Avarice and Treachery, reign predomi- 
nant: All Morals laid down by Shakeſpear, and the 


| beſt of Authors, are there only read, not ſtudied ; | 


and the ſtrutting Hero of twenty Shillings a 
Week catches the Example from his arbitrary Ma- 
ſter, and proudly lords it in the Summer ſtrolling 


| Seaſon, over thoſe that are ſo unhappy as to be 


plac'd beneath him. The top Actor, ever fearful. 
of Advantages being taken of him, by being 
lower'd in his Characters, and thereby loſing the 
Eſteem of the Audience, is continually hatching 
new Schemes to preſerve his Conſequence, whilſt 
the Manager 1s uſing all the Art he can to ſecure 
the Actor and the Money too; each is ſuſpicious 
of the other, and ſeldom fails to take Advantage 
when an Opportunity offers; ſo one bad Precedent 


begets another, till the whole is put into Confu- 


ſion; and the Town, inſtead of meeting with 
proper Entertainment, is frequently alarm'd with 
their Diſputes. 0 . 

I am ſurpriz d, ſaid Lord Dromedary (who had 
not ſpoke till now) that Matters of ſo little Mo- 
ment ſhould any ways ingroſs the Attention of 
People of Underſtanding, who ought to employ 


their Talents for the Service of their Country, 
and leave theſe Triflers to their Controverſies. 


Your Lordſhip's Sentiments are very juſt, return*d 
1 85 „ 


„ 
Mr. Swineborn, but it is not altogether the Caſe 
here; for I am afraid, upon CircumſpeCtion, you 
will find ſome of their Protectors conſiſt of Tri- 
flers not much ſuperior to themſelves. I dare not 
ſay more, for fear of caſting an Odium upon ſome 
certain Ladies, who ſeem to build their ſole Hap- 
pineſs on the Stage Production. O you're un- 
done, cry'd Lady Lovemore, if you proceed any 
further, and will entirely forfeit my good Opinion. 
Pr'ythee don't be ſo ſatyrical, but keep to the 
Point in-queſtion, and let us know where the Blame 
ought to he. I have already obſerv*d to you, Madam, 
ſaid he, that the Whole is culpable, but I cannot 
help ſaying the chief Reaſon is owing to thoſe that 
ſupport their Arrogance; and you muſt excuſe me 
for finding Fault with ſuch People of Diſtinſtion 
as put themſelves upon a Footing with Players. 
How common a Thing it is to ſee a Man of 
Family and Fortune —_ with their Fooleries, 
and even at the Hazard of Reputation, become 
one of themſelves, with only this Addition to 
diſtinguiſh him, That ſuch a Part is performed by 
a Gentleman for his Diverſion, Go to the Beaux 
Coffee-Houſes, and what will you hear talk'd of 
beſides Acting? What Contention frequently 
ariſes among theſe Stage-Politicians, concerning 
who performs his Part beſt ; and he that gets the 
better of the Argument, plumes himſelf more 
upon it; than if he had deliver'd his Country from 
the utmoſt Diſtreſs, Theſe are the Things that 
{well the Vanity of theſe People, and make them 
inſiſt upon Salaries much ſuperior to ſome of the 
great Officers at Court, which is ſure to fall upon 
their Admirers, by obliging them to pay an extra- 
vagant Price for being admitted to their Exhibi- 


tions, 5 
; | Ms, | 


[50] 
Ma. Fact, who was well acquainted with theſe 


3 interrupted Mr. Swineborn, by ſaying 
be ſeem'd too partial to the 1 3 for 


the Actors were the Support of a Playhouſe, he 
thought they had as much Right to ſhare in the 

_ Advantages as thoſe that were their Directors; 

| and ſince the T hing would very well afford to pay 


them according to their Merit, he could not ſee 


any Reaſon they ſhould be Slaves merely to enrich 
others. 

Nox would I hd? em, reply'd Swineborn ha- 
| ily ! But I ſhould be very glad 'to know what 
their Stage-Modefty thinks a Sufficiency ; for in- 
ſtead of being a Service to the Community, it is 
Father an Introduction to various Scenes of De- 
bauchery, where many a young Perſon, hurried 
on by Exceſs, glides down a Stream of Pleaſure, 
till he ſplits upon the Rock that lies conceal'd un- 
derneath: And is there any Thing in this that can 
make it boaſt ſuch a Pre-eminence, and give a 
Title to make its own Demands. 

Ma. Dapper, who now aſſum'd all the Gravity | 
= Fourſcore, told Mr. Swineborn, that his ſaga- 
cious Obſervations were founded upon too much 
Truth to paſs unregarded by the Thinking Part of 
Mankind: But as ſome of our modern People of 
Faſhion ſeldom arrive to Years of Diſcretion before 
they have the Gout, he had ſome Doubts whether 
it was poſſible to argue them out of their favourite 
' Paſſions, as they were determin'd to make the 
moſt of their juvenile Days; and ſince their Infant- 
_ Underſtanding requir'd to be pleas'd with ſome- 
thing ſuitable, he thought it quite indifferent where 
they made their Choice. A very pretty Conclu- 
ſion indeed, ſaid Lady Lovemore; and fo you 
would infer from this, thatthoſe who take the in- 
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timents of my Mind, for fear of being enti 
Life in Solitude. 
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Föcent Diverfions of aPlayhouſe, muſt in Coutfe 
be intitled to wear the Cap of Folly : But that T 


w you are not in Earneſt, Mr. Dapper, or I 


mould immediately adviſe you to quit all Preten- 


Hons to the Man of Taſte, and from henceforward 


lip into ſome Corner, and brood over your own 
ſiordid Opinion. Tafte! Why ay, Madam, faid 
Dapper, that is the very Point we are arguing up- 


on: Is it any Proof that J am right becauſe I fol- 
low the Multitude ? Or can your Ladyſhip per- 
ſuade meJudgment conſiſts in Show and Equipage. 
Nothing but mere Complaiſance makes me ge 
way to theſe Things, and contradict the real Sen 


abandon d, and oblig d to ſpend the reſt 3 8 


Bur, to return to the Matter in 


don't you really think theſe AA ing Fellows f 


Eot to too great a Pitch of Preſumption, and 


what can give you greater Proof than their for- 
eing upon the Publick ſome of their Pieces that 
have been generally der 7 of: Nay, and eveh 


dragoon us out of our Right of Refuſal, by Pla. 
cing 4 Number of People gratis in the Pit and 


Gallery, who are ready, upon the Word of Com- 


mand, to make uſe of the Broughtonian Science of 
Defence; fo that a Beau ſtands no more Chance 


in the Hands of one of theſe hard-headed Mon- 
ſters, than a Mamozet does in the Mouth of a- 
Bull-Dog; but is oblig'd to give up his Opinion, 


and ſneak off with the utmoſt Diſcompoſute. 


Aus Tremembet once, when Sir Peter Nie 
Pin was paſling ſeveral Encomiums on the extraor- | 


dinary Behaviour of one of the Players, in a fa* 


Fourite Character, and telling him, that as the 
Ton wu fickle, * to make the beſt uſe 


of his Time; for it was a Pity. ſo many Beauties 


W retch, after ſtrutting lf a Dozen Times up and 
down the Green-Room,  return'd him for Anſwer, 
Danger 


* "WS 


That it was. impoſſible 2 could be any 


till chey could find his Equal; for, ſaid he, they 


eſteem not me, but their own Pleaſures, which as 


I have the Power to give, I am determin'd they 
Mall pay for; and the Miſer, that will not ad- 
vance a Shilling to redeem his Fellow - Creature 
from ſtarving, will freely open his Purſe- ſtrings, 
ſo ſoon as my Name appears in a Play-Bill. I 
remove all Difficulties whatſoever, and melt the 


moſt obdurate Hearts; nay cure Diſeaſes too up- 
on Occaſion; for her puny Ladyſhip, who forely 5 


catches Cold, if a Window is but left open, wi 


venture, in the very depth of Winter, to indulge i 
that exceſſive Paſſion ſhe: has for my. Frome, ; 


and never fails of returning home in perfec 
Health. The broken-hearted Lover, that lan- 
guiſhes for the ſight of his Miſtreſs, is often oblig'd 


to.me for a happy Glance, and when her. Fancy is | 


Wing d with pleaſant Imaginations, all owing to 


the great Flow of Spirits ſhe receives from me, he 


ns. more Succeſs. in that ſingle Hour than in 
Whale Years of whining Courtſhip. What think 
you , Sir! Can there be any Danger whilſt 
their Happineſs depends ſo much upon mine! 


2 
& \ 
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He was, going on further, but was interrupted by 
being call'd upon the Stage. Now judge, Madam, 


if ſuch Arrogance ought not to be corrected; and if 


Sir Peter had not been a Man of the mildeſt Dif- 


poſition in the World, he certainly-muſt have 
chaſtis d ſuch a Varlet in an uncommon Manner. 
Inis is allowing to yourſelves, ſaid Lady 'Lowe- 


more; vou have no Buſineſs in their Gteen- Room, 


. . eee 


* 


— 
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= if you didn't mingle among POR as Mt 

Stvineborn obſerves, there would be no Parties 8 
to ſupport their Miſbehaviour. It is we that ſuffer 
for your Indiſcretion, by being frequently inter- 
rupted in our Diverſions. Tou firſt raiſe them up 
to this intolerable Height of Vanity, and then 
| blame em for following the Example. No, no, 
ſaid Dapper, it is the Ladies that make em forget 
their Station, by giving juſt what they pleaſe to 
demand, and oblige us very often to expoſe our 
Per by endeavuring to break through that 
- unreaſonable Cuſtom of paying more than half 


Price at the end of the Third Act, after they have 


run a Play till Every-body is tired of „ 
Ma. Face ſaid that was a Thing he believed 

they could not avoid, on Account of the extraor- 

dinary Charge they were at in getting it up; and 


that it had always been a Cuſtom ever ſince he had 


been acquainted with a Theatre, What extraor- 
dinary Charge can there be, ſaid Mr. Dapper, an 
more than the Alteration of a few Cloaths, wol 
of which they buy Second-hand; But J will give 
up this Point; and as I am à little acquainted 


wit the Stage Hiſtory, I ſhall trace it backwards 


far as Booth's Time, who, in Conjunction with 
Wilks and Cibber, conducted theu Houſe with the 
greateſt Decorum, and left no Room for either Jeay 
you or Fear. 0 
Ta HESE Gentlemen maintain'd an 1 Cha, 
racter, and acquir'd a handſome Fortune without 
| 33 at a Time when not above one fourth Part 
of the People went to Plays to what they do now ; 
they then look d upon the Town as their Patro 
and made it their whole Study to pleaſe, 9 5 
viewing an Audience with 5 utmoſt Reſpect, 
aud — acknowledge the Favours they 
H 2 receiv d 
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which was the ſureſt Way of obtaining . 
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41 
iv'd r vainly Tt own Met 


wni's being obli ged to them for their W on 
— * If a new Piece was exhibited upon be 
Stage, which was diſapptov*d' of, they did not 


| endeayour to force it upon the People, but “! 
dieſtly gave up their own Judgment, out of Com- 


alla to their Benefactors, always — 
pprobation beſore any immediate lucrative Views, 


nd. coming to a happy Concluſion. 


Ir) is very evident, in the ge of a Pla 
at that Sinks, the Dreſſes og as A 


are a and the Scenery no ways inferior; and 


they never once endeayour to continue the 
| Prlces, after the Run 71 the Thing was over, 
der Pretente of tacking an old worn- out Farce 

tlie End of it, ſuch as the Cuntrivances, *. 
triguing Chambermaid, 8c. which would not be an 
ad itional Expence of ten Shillings ; and yet have 
theſe old Stagers (one of them having mounted 


Fel k. 


_ upwards of thirty Times in a Seaſon) been the 


Oceafion of railing the Boxes from four Shillings 
to fe; the Pit from half a Crown to three Shil- 
lings 3 and the firſt Gallery from Eighteen - pence to 


_ two Skilling s which" Cuſtom has been ſettled ſo 


long, that I believe moſt 22 imagine it was fo 
from the Begining, * 

In ſhort, a Piyhouſe now brings in ſuch 4 
Mine of Treaſure, that it fills the 1 with En- 


vy, and continually, puts them upon Invention 


bow to partake of it, by inſiſting upon Salaries 
much above their Deſert ; whilſt the Manager, 
the Eyes of Argus, keeps a conſtant Guard 
his Coffers, and chains theſe uneaſy Depend- 


Ns for a Term of TOON wm that common 
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Fetter, call'd an Article, which ſometimes ſits fa . 
heavy, that they are 255 po to apply to N.. 
minſter- Hall to regain their Liberty. _ 3 
I canwor ſee, ſaid Mr. Face, what Method 
can be taken to prevent theſe Diſputes, and to 
E the Town its ancient Privilege of choſing 


r itſelf. Examine other Countries, ſaid Mr. 


Dapper, and you won't find the Taſk ſo hard a 
you imagine: In France you'll find few Actors get 
above a hundred Pounds a Year ; they are there 
kept in their proper Station, and made of Service 

to the Community; for after each Man is paid. 
according to his Degree, the ſurplus Caſh, 
amounts to large Sums of Money, is received by 
the Government, and diſtributed for particular 
Uſes; and the Managers have Salaties allow d them 
for Inſpection; who are oblig d 1 fs a juſt 
Account of all the Profits ariſing from the Theatre, 
But here the 3 got into a few Hands; and 
the very Means that ought to ſecure us our En 
tertainment (by giving theſe People juſt what they 
Pleaſe to demand) are the ſole Reaſons.why we are 
deprived of it; for they no ſaoner grow rich then 
they forget Themſelves and Us. And when they 
deign to give us (though with, much Importunity) 
a favourite Play, it muſt immediately be ſet forth, 
By particular Defire as a proper Warning not to 
be too frequent in our Demand. 
Tux trading Part of Mankind, that toil whole 
Years away to ſupport the Dignity of the King 
dom, muſt certainly think it very hard, that as al- 
moſt every Neceſſary of Life is tax d, ſuch un- 
bounded Pleaſures ſhould be free; and how irk- 
ſome muſt it be to ſee. ſuch uſeleſs Drones drain 

the Sweets of their inceſſant Labour withont che 


z . . : „ 
1 he | out alavghs 
* « N a ” * 4 8 . " : 1 « g 
. £ * , 4 * 3 n w- 54+ a » . C ' af 
. FY * " * 
4 | | In 
L | | — 
p * 
* \ 


m_—  _- 
which 


8 
[if 


ing at this; and told Mr. Dapper, | ſhe didn't 
doubt, if he had any weight in Parliament, but ſhe 
mould ſoon ſee a Bill brought in to regulate the 
Playhouſes. If I had the Power, nothing would 
de more certain, faid he, Madam; and I can very 
_ eafily make it appear, that was the whole Round 
of publick Diverſions taken in, it would bring in 
no inconſiderable Sum; for it is very evident Peo- 
ple will pay for nothing ſooner than their Pleaſures, 
K Therefore, if it was ſo order'd that no Player 
 _ ſhould exceed two hundred Pounds a Year Salary, 
 _ (which is very ſufficient for that Calling) and that 
the Managers ſhould not ſhare out of Proportion, 
the Remainder would be ſufficient to ſupport a 
Number of indigent People, and we ſhould ſoon 
find a viſible Alteration in theatrical Manners, by 
_ ſtudying to pleaſe where they nowoften endeavour 
to affront, All the Company ſeem'd to be of his 
Opinion, _— Lady. Lovemore, who was afraid 
that ſuch a Scheme would deprive her of her fa. 
vourite Actor, which, ſne ſaid was ſo us'd to be in- 
dulg d in every thing h**aſk*d, that ſhe imagin'd it 
would break the poorCreature's Heart to be ſo low- 
er d; and then, ſaid ſhe, Mr. Dapper, we ſhould im- 
mediately call a Jury of Ladies, and try you as the 
common Deſtroyer of our darling Pleaſures ; but 
I am perſuaded you are ſo good a Judge of the 
Beauties of Acting, that if you will but go with 
me to the Play To-night, and ſee my Favourite 
in h“ principal Character, you will throw aſide all 
Prejudice, and ſay that h** merits more than the 
whole Town is able to give: Therefore no Ob. 
jeckion, but obey the Summons, and the Ladies 
here will accompany us. I am all Suhmiſſion to 
your Commands, ſaid Mr. Dapper; but you muſt 
_ Blow me one Privilege. What's that the: 
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Cter, finiſhes quite. another Thing to what was 


t 71 

Only * I may be at Liberty, Madam, to male 
uſe of my Reaſon, and ſhew you that what you 
ſee To- night will not all be natural, but made up of 
Starts and Ticks of Cuſtom, merely to amuſe the 
credulous Part of the Audience, three Parts of 

Thich generally take it upon Truſt, and are more 


capable of Secing than nderſtanding. BS 


will, take the Whole to Pieces, and point out 
5 plainly to you where the Error lies; and that 
à difagreeable Hoarſeneſs attacks h** in the 
Third A, and entirely deſtroys all Harmony in 
h** Voice: This puts h** upon Invention, ang 5 
makes h** introduce unnatural Sallies, to ſupply 
the Defect; and, ſtraining h**ſelf out of Chara. 


when®*®*® began. Well, ſaid Lady Lovemore, you ſhall = 
point out what you Por, provided you will but 
go with us; and if you do prove my Judgment 
erroneous, I ſhall Re beſt. | = of the Town to 
back me; fo that I ſhall either force you to a Re- 
tear, Of oblige you to give up the Argument. 
Sus then call'd for the Tea- Table, where the 
Ladies for half an Hour ingroſs'd the whole Diſ- 
courſe. to themſelves, which chiefly conſiſted of 


the Tranſactions of their Female Acquaintance z 


but as I could diſtinguiſh nothing that will re- 
dound much to the Advantage of thoſe Ladics 
they talk'd of, I muſt beg leave to remain ſilent 
on that Head. While they were drinking their 
Liquor of MD I could not help reflecting upon 


what. I had heard, and found that what was call d 


Good Senſe, was ſo near allied to Folly, that there 

was nothing left but Report to make the Diff. 2 
rence. Here was a Set of People in high Life. 
that I might reaſonably have expected to E 
by; ; bur how were my "wu diſappointed, when 
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found their chicfDiſcourſe was thrown away up 
wee Fooleries of the Stage, 
. 1 then view'd theſe Favourites of Fortune, who by 


, with what Contempt 
their Actions ſeem'd to be plac'd here on no 


| ther Account, than to deſtroy that Time that 


was given for Improvement, and Trifles light as 
their Underſtandings appear d the whole Buſineſs 
vf their Lives. I bleſs'd my ſelf that I was not 
of their Species, and began to think that Wiſdom 


was confin d to fo narrow a Compaſs, that I might 
travel the moſt publick Parts of this 1 City, 


and till miſs the happy Corner where ſhe lay, 
© Turxsx Obſervations threw me almoſt into De- 


| E and made me think I was making a fruit. 
efs 


arch after what I never could arrive ar; 


-” 


I therefore reſolved within my ſelf, to remain con- 
tented, and leave the reſt to Chance; and had no 
Jooner made the Concluſion than I was again or- 
der d by Mr. Face to go upon another Round of 


Folly, which laſted till Midnight. I now be⸗ 


come ſo common a Drudge, that I no longer 
excited Curioſity, but was left to wander through 
the Streets quite diſre 


garded, and ftripp'd of all 
my former Pride, ſo that I had nothing left to 


| hope. for but Eaſe, which ſeem' d to be at ſo great | 
à Diftance, that I had very little Probability of 


obtaining it, till I was quite wore to Pieces. 


My Maſter often talk d of ſetting up his Cha: 


riot, but then as he was a Schemiſt, he was liable 
to ſo many Accidents, that the Thought was no 


3 ſooner hatch'd than deftroy'd: A a, Yi 


Finances were low, which was often the Caſe, like 


2 common Harlot 1 was proſtituted to every 


Triffer that pleas'd to call upon me, in order to 


ſuopply his neceſſary Expences, which were ge- 
_  Herally rais- d by way of Loan for hi Civilities. 
4 . 


Beſides 
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| Beſides he was ſo exceedingly admir'd for his 
great Skill in Mimickry and other Studies in 
Taſte, that whoever was ſeen in his Company, 
was immediately concluded a Man of Wit, and 
enter d upon the Liſt of the Humbuggers, which 
of late Days is more applauded than any Study 


the Colleges can afford, | 

Tris great Opinion the younger Part of Man- 
kind had of my Maſter's' Abilities, made him 
conſulted upon every Affair of the like Impor- 
tance, and gave him ſuch Conſequence, that he 


might ſafely have depended upon the Diſcretion 


of his Admirers for a Subſiſtance. Very often 


Affairs of another ſort came before him for his 


Conſideration, ſuch as a Diſappointment for the 
Loſs of a Miſtreſs, or how to get off of a Duel 
with ſome dull Fellow that didn't underſtand the 
Word Humbugg, and was ſo unfaſhionable as to 
be affronted at what was only deſign'd to occa- 


ſion Mirth, all which Mr. Face decided with the 


greateſt Judgment. And I remember once, when 


Capt. Phantom, who had ſomewhat exceeded the 


Bounds. of common Modeſty with Capt. O'Swag- 
ger, and forgot the Rules laid down by Mr. Face in 
Humbuggry, (which were never to carry the Joke ſo 
high as to let the Perſon underſtand the Meaning). 


O' Swagger, in an unexpected Manner, immedi- 
ately ſeiz' d the moſt conſpicuous Part of Mr. 
| Phantoms Face, which was his Noſe ; and, having 


unmercifully handled it, left it to the Care of 4 
Covent- Garden Surgeon, whoſe utmoſt Skill could 


hardly fix it in its proper Place again: Although + 8 
this gave the Captain exquiſite Pain, yet he was h 
ſo far Maſter of his Paſſion as not to commit any 
Act of Raſhneſs ; but cooly ſubmitted the Affair 
'to Mr, Face, to adviſe him in what Manner he 


ſhould revenge the Affront, for Fear of being lia- 
ble to the ſame Sort of Inſult again. Mr. Face, 
, . who had always too great a Value for his Friends 
to expoſe them to Danger, recommended Pati- 
ence and ſoft Soap; which, being well apply'd to 
his Noſe, would play O'Swagger ſuch a ſlippery 
Trick, if ever he ſhould make a ſecond Attack, 
that it would not only diſappoint him, but entirely 
ſecure that unfortunate Part from any Conſequen- 
1 ces of the like Nature. This Determination was 
ſo much applauded, that it was enter*d upon Re- 
cord; and it's ſaid the Captain has ever ſince car- 
Tr Tied a Box of Soap in his Pocket. 
=: So many of this Sort of Complainants attend- 
= ed my Maſter's Levee, that he (like me) began to 
wiſh for a Retreat, by the way of recruiting his 
his Spirits, and only waited 5 Supplies, and a 
proper Opportunity, to get rid of theſe daily Diſ- 
turbers of his Repoſe; and I think, if I am ca- 
pable of diſtinguiſhing Mankind, Mr. Face might 
|  Juſtly boaſt ſome Pretenſions to Knowledge ; but, 
"= by a long Experience, he had found that the Road 
-of Underſtanding was no common ' Path, and 
often led to Poverty and Contempt; which oblig' d 
him to take Folly by the Hand, as a certain 
Guide to what the World calls Happineſs; but I 
perſuade myſelf, as ſoon as he has obtained his 
Point in View, he will again aſſume his proper 
Shape, and leave his preſent Followers to them- 
ſelves. ; 8 og 
Ir being now the Seaſon for Scgrborough, where 
moſt Gentlemen of Taſte and Figure make their 
Appearance, Mr. Face had ſome Thoughts of 
Joining in the Faſhion, and making that his Place 
of Reſidence, in order to change the Scene a little; 
and afrer raiſing certain Contributions, (which as 
4 a : Peireſident 
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of che Humbug Aſembly he was intitled to) accord - 
ingly fix d his Day for Departure. I no ſooner 
heard the Time mention'd, than I expected to be 


calbd upon to prepare for the Journey, which muſt 
have been the Caſe, had it not been for an unfore- 


ſeen Accident that caus'd an entire Separation be- 
tween my Maſter and me. One Squire Cuckotw, 
who was never happy but when in Mr. Face's 


Company, had ſomehow crept into his Deſign 
and, not being able to ſupport the Loſs of him, re- 
ſolved at all Rates to bear him Company ; and 
having order'd ſix Horſes to be put to his Coach, 


made fo genteel a Figure, before Mr. Faces Door, 
that he could in no Shape refuſe the kind Offer; 


but, through Complaiſance, was obliged toreceive 
both Mr. Cuckow and his Equipageunder his Care. 


THxy were no ſooner gone, than it was buzz'd 
about the Town; and the Perſon who was left as 


my Guardian (a raſcally Innkeeper) began to be- 
tray his Truſt ; by removing me from avery good 


Coach-Houſe into the Stable=Yard, where, in a 


contemptuous Manner, he thruſt me into a Cor- 
ner next the Horſepond ; ſwearing I ſhould ſtay 


there till I had paid my Rent. In this aguiſh Place 


I continu'd a whole Month, and was oblig'd to 
ſubmit to every Indecency this Tap-tub of a Land- 
lord would inflict. There was no Ill in Life I 


dreaded fo much as coming into the Hands of one 


of theſe narrow-ſouPd Fellows; and the woeful 
Remembrance had of my unhappy Circumſtan- 
ces once before, gave me terrible Ideas of what I 
had now to wo e Several Letters paſs'd between 

eeper and my Maſter, and I ſoon 
found my Sentence pronounc'd, by giving this 
Wretch a full Power to diſpoſe of me, in order to. 


diſcharge a ſmall Debt due to him for my Stand- 
1 12 ing. 


ing, which the paltry Fellow had Impudencde 
>. enough to ſay was more than I was worth. He 
had no ſooner got me into his Clutches, than I had 
the Mortification of ſeeing myſelf publickly ad- 
vertiz'd, and expos'd like a Smithſield Bargain to 
Various Sorts of People, moſt of which had as 
E Fforbidden-Countenances as himſelf. But as For- 
time has long try'd my Patience, and finds that I 
have ſubmitted to every Severity ſhe has been 
pPleas' d to throw upon me, now frowns no longer, 
= ropitious to my Wiſhes, has open'd a plea- 
fant. Scene productive of many happy Days, and 
ſent as my good Genius no leſs a Man than Doctor 
R**® to my Relief, whoſe high Underſtanding 
ſoon perceiv'd my Worth ; and, like the Ambaſſa- 
dor of Fate, . ſnatch'd me from thoſe 'unhallow'd 
Hands that threaten'd my total Deſtruction. I no 
ſooner became. the Property of this Gentleman, 
than he began to alter every Part of me; my 
Head he entirely new modell'd, and gave me quite 
another Turn of Mind to what I had before; he 
purg d me from all my miſtaken Notions, and lopt 
off every Error of my paſt Life. In ſhort, 1 
was ſo much his Care, that he conceal'd no Part of 
his great Skill from me; and once a Week we 
conſtantly attended Covent-Garden for the Good of 
the Commonwealth; but as our Modeſty would 
never permit us to ſay too much in our own Praiſe, 
. I ſhall fubmir the reſt to Fame, who daily reported 
the great Services we did Mankind: And I make 
no Doubt but cloſe Application, and a few Years, 
would at leaſt have made me one of the Faculty. 


R 


af P. S. If this meets with a candid Reception, 
% he remaining Part will ſoon follow; containing 
c ral remarkable Adventures and Intrigues at 


* CODE | 
: Bath, 3 Tunbridge, ad other Publick” 
Places, which will open a tar more Kein 


Scene to che Reader. „ | 525 
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AGE 5. Line 9. inſtead. of Cæva lier, read 


Cbeudl; p. 6. 1. 18. inſtead of Load, rrad 
Tord; p. 20. 1. 27, inſtead of Sbapeau, read Cha- 


eat; P. 33. 1. 3. inſtead of forge read forgot. 
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ction at Dublin, in the Lear 174. 

With a Sketch of the preſent State of 

Parties in ebe . of N 


: Printed: for 6: . near A banker 
WE in the Strand. 


2 Where Day: be pad, 
| ” a Publi'd, Price One Shun, 


With, . Addreſs | to the ingenious Mr, 7 
"Crit ical ort of what is only - 

FA actcd by. People of almoſt all Reli. 
Tieions,: Nations, Circumſtances, and Sizes 
of Underftanding,” in the Twenty=Hours 
Hours between Saturday Night and Mon- 
duy Morning. In a true Defeription of* | 
4 SUNDAY, as it is uſually ſpent with⸗⸗ 


in the Balls of Mortality. f for 
the Tenth of June. 
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